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CHAPTER 315 
DESTINATION 


A few days have passed since the Orcs were subjugated. For the past few days, I’ve 
been busy with reports and materials... mainly cleaning up after myself, and now that 
I finally had some free time, I decided to fulfill my promise to the kids. 


When I went out to exterminate the Orcs, I had promised the kids that we would go 
wherever they wanted when I came back as a compensation for staying at home. 


“Allen, Elena, have you decided where to go?” 
“You see, you seel” 
When I asked them where they wanted to go, they broke into big smiles. 


“Allen.” 


“And Elena.’ 


«a | wy 
. 


Want to go on a boat 
It wasn'ta place, but Allen and Elena knew exactly what they wanted to do. 
“The one we saw at the port?” 

Yeah” 

“The big one or the small one?” 

“The big one!” 


If it’s a big one, then it’s not a fishing boat, but a merchant ship. 


“Well, we have to find a boat to get on. I guess we are going to the port to gather 
information today.” 
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“Got it~ Nes 


As expected, going immediately is a bit... impossible, so I decided to go to the port first 
to find out the set off date and destinations of the ships. 


“’Boat~ big boat~?”” 

Allen and Elena sang cheerfully as we walked toward the port. 
“Now then, a passanger ship business... over there?” 

Boat signboard~!”” 

“Indeed. Let’s go there to inquire.” 

“Yeah!” 

First, we headed to the store with the sign we saw. 

“Hello~” 

”Hello~”” 

“Welcome.” 

“Excuse me, does this store have dealings with merchant ships as well?” 

“Yes, that’s correct.” 

Looks like we found the right store. 

“Would you like to board? Or are you here for a package delivery?” 

“Td like to get on a ship, what is the destination of the ships that leave from here?” 


I asked the woman at the reception desk where the ships were going. 


“Most of them go to a town called Byld in the country of Serdik. There are also a few 
that go north to Argo and Creta, and domestically in Guardia, to the town of Yoran.” 
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Heeh~ so the ships going to three countries? The town of Yoran is in the southeast 
Guardia, right in the middle of Rubia and Bailey. 


“Allen, Elena, where do you want to go?” 
“Place we have never been tol” 


“Haha, we have never been to either of these places~” 


We have never been to the town of Yoran, nor to the seaside towns of Argo and Creta. 
And we have never been in the country of Serdik itself. 


“Let's see~ since we are going on a trip, we may as well go all the way to Serdik?” 
“Yeah, sounds good!”” 


So we decided to go to town called Byld, which was in the country of Serdik. 


“If you'd like to go to Byld, the size of the ship varies from time to time, but the 
departure is every three days.” 


“Heeh~ they are departing quite often then. Let’s see~ the kids would like to get on 
the biggest ship, I guess?” 


“If that’s the case, then the ship leaving in five days would be the most suitable. It’s 
just the speed of the ship is a little slower, it leaves in the morning and arrives two 
days later at noon.” 


So we'll be staying on the ship for two nights. That’s not a problem. 


“Then, I would like to make a reservation for an adult and two children on a ship to 
the town of Byld in five days.” 


“Erm... I’m sorry since I recommended it myself, but...” 
“Ah, is it perhaps full?” 


“No, there’s still space available, but... I think the rank of the rooms that are available 
might be a bit unsuitable.” 
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The receptionist looked very uncomfortable. 

Room rank. That’s right, it’s not a flat boarding fee, is it? 

“Well... can you tell me about the room rank first?” 

“Yes, there are four ranks of rooms in total. I'll start from the top, the first one is the 
special room, which is a private room with a large bedroom, bathroom, and terrace. 
Next is the first-class room, which is only a bedroom, but it is a private room. The 


second-class room is a shared room for four people with bunk beds. Third-class rooms 
are shared by 10 to 12 people.” 


Private rooms and shared rooms. Well, the ideal is a private room, right? 

“So, what ranks are the rooms that are available?” 

“We have special rooms and third-class rooms available.” 

“I see.” 

I’m sure she was reluctant to recommend either of them because the special rooms 
were expensive, marketed towards the nobles and wealthy people, and the shared 
rooms for large groups were not suitable for me, who is with children. 

“Alright, we will take the special room then.” 


“Eh?” 


When I asked for a special room reservation, the receptionist froze with a surprised 
expression. 


“T, the special room is quite expensive, are you sure?” 
“Yes, it’s not a problem.” 
“Are you really sure?” 


The receptionist reconfirmed my decision to board the ship before stating the exact 
price, but I’m sure our earnings are on par with those of the nobility and wealthy 
families. 
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“Tm an A-ranked adventurer, so I do make some money.’ 
“I, I see. I apologize. Let’s make the reservation then.” 


Half of the fee is to be paid in advance, and the other half is to be paid when you board 
the ship, so I quickly paid the advance fee. 


By the way, the fee was equal to the money we earn for a single herb collection trip. 
Surprisingly cheap for us, I thought. But... it seems to be enough money for an average 
family to live on for a couple of months. 


“So we have five days to prepare, including today.” 


Now that we had successfully booked a room on the ship, we started to prepare for 
the trip. 


However, there are plenty of supplies in the Infinite Storage, so there’s almost nothing 
to prepare again. Oh, but I do need to check what I need for a trip on a ship. And to buy 
what I don’t have. 


The rest is mainly greetings. After we go to Serdik, we’ll be heading directly to the 
royal capital to attend Wald-sama’s wedding that will be coming later. 


But since you could call Rubia our hometown, it’s not like we won't be coming back, 
so we'll just say, “We are going out for a while.” 


“Shall we just wander around the town today, do some shopping, and finally visit the 
Adventurer’s Guild?” 


“Yeah | yy 


Since we would not be able to see Rebecca-san and the others again for a while, I told 
Allen and Elena to play hard while they could, and they replied with big smiles on their 
faces. 


When we were in the capital, they cried when Rebecca-san left, but this time they don’t 
seem so sad. I wonder if it’s different because we're leaving ourselves this time? Or is 
it because they have plans to meet soon? 

“Aren't you sad to say goodbye this time?” 
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«ay wy 


You see, you see~ 
I was curious about the children’s feelings, so I decided to ask them directly. 
“Will get.” 

“Lot’s of souvenirs.” 

And so.” 

“Will make big surprise.” 

“And lots of happiness.” 

“I see.” 


The two of them had learned to prepare lots of gifts and stories to please and surprise 
everyone, and now they were looking forward to the next time they meet instead. 


“That’s right. Let’s prepare lots of souvenirs.” 


Yeah! Onii~chan, let’s find a dragon!” 


They seemed to still remember the story about preparing dragon meat as a souvenir, 
and were quite enthusiastic about it 
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CHAPTER 316 
VOYAGE 


“Alright, we are off then.” 

“We are off!” 

“Takumi-san, Allen-chan, Elena-chan, take care.” 
“A~u.” 

“Takumi-kun, see you in the Capital.” 

“Safe travels.” 


We were seen off by Rebecca-san, Lucario-kun, Velio-san and Almeria-san as we left 
the mansion. 


Five days ago, I told the Ruven family that we were going on a voyage, but they weren't 
surprised. That’s because, after coming back, I asked the children, “Where would you 
like to go as a reward?” they said, “’On a boat!””. So they were expecting that we would 
be going on a voyage soon. 


“Lonely already?” 
“Just a bit.” 


After leaving the mansion, the children glanced back at me and I patted them both on 
the head. 


“We will be in Serdik only for the fall season at most. We'll be back in the Capital by 
the time winter comes, so we'll see each other again soon.” 


“Yeah, that’s right!” 


It’s still summer now, but it’s about to get cooler. However, we can meet again in two 
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or three months. Or we can also go sightseeing just for a few days and then quickly 
come back to Rubia if necessary. 


So big!”” 
“Indeed. Wait, we are getting on this ship!?” 
“"Ohh~”” 


As soon as we arrived at the port, we noticed that there was a large ship docked there. 
And on the pier connecting the ship to the land, there was a sign for the store we had 
booked the tickets at. 


“Good morning. We have been expecting you.” 

As we approached the ship, I saw the receptionist from when we made the reservation. 
Is this the ship?” 

“Yes, that’s correct.” 

“Wow!”” 

As I thought, this was the ship. 

“I didn’t think it would be this big.” 

“It’s the biggest ship that our company owns.” 

“Heeh~ I’m looking forward to riding it.” 


“Dear customers, we will do our best to make your trip as safe as possible, and we 
hope you enjoy it.” 


“Yes, we will be in your care.” 
We paid the fee, boarded the ship and were shown to the room we were renting. 


“This is your room.” 
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“”"Ohh se 
“This is amazing.” 


It was a room with furniture and supplies that I could tell at a glance were of high 
quality. 


“Is it to your liking?” 
“Yes, it’s a very nice room.” 


I don’t know if we will be able to settle here as if at home, but it’s definitely a nice 
room. 


“Tm sorry to trouble you, but would you mind channeling your magic power here?” 
“What’s this?” 

“We register the room’s occupants with magic power. The room will be locked 
automatically, so when you enter or leave the room, please channel your magic power 
here to open the door.’ 

“Heeh~ so there is this kind of magic tools as well.” 

This room seems to have an automatic lock. 

The magic tool was installed on both sides of the door, and it can distinguish magic 
power to unlock the door. So, not only do you need it to enter the room, but you also 
need to activate the magic tool when you leave the room. 

“Thank you. Could the children also register?” 

“Allen, Elena, channel your magic power in here.” 


“’Okay~”” 


We did as we were told and poured the magic power into the magic tool on the 
entrance door. 


“Will anyone else be able to get in and out of this room?” 
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“No, only the Captain. Other than that, neither the crew nor anyone who has used this 
room before will be able to open it. The Captain has access to all rooms in case of 
emergency.’ 


“Ah yes, that is certainly necessary.’ 


If the person who rents the room can’t open the door when something happens inside, 
they couldn't be helped otherwise. They seem to have thought it through properly. 


(CEL yy 


It’s moving~ 
“Truly, it seems we are departing.” 


As we were checking the room, we noticed that the view from the window had started 
to move. 


“Allen, Elena, let’s go out on the terrace.” 


wy 


Okay, let’s go~ 


We decided to go out to the terrace to watch the ship sail. 


(CE2 wy 


It’s getting away~ 
“Indeed.” 

Ah! Obaa~sama!”” 
“Eh!? Where?” 
“Over there!” 

” 


“Hm? Ah, you are right 


The ship was docked sideways along the land, and the terrace of the room we rented 
was facing the land, so we could see the ship gradually moving away from the port. 


As we were watching the land move away with a bit of sadness, the kids spotted 
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Rebecca-san at the port. It seemed she had come to see us off. 
“’Obaa~sama~!!”” 


Allen and Elena waved their hands, shouting loudly, and Rebecca-san seemed to have 
noticed them and waved back. 


As expected, the lady Rebecca-san did not raise her voice, but her mouth was moving 
in small movements. I don’t know how to read lips, but I felt as if she was saying, “Have 
a safe trip.” 


“She didn’t tell me she was going to see us off... but, I’m happy she came.” 


un I yy 
. 


Yeah! You see! Will bring the best souvenirs 
“Haha, of course.” 


We looked at the port from the terrace until the ship moved on and Rebecca-san was 
out of sight, then we decided to go on the deck. 


“Oh, by the way, are you feeling okay? Are you feeling sick or anything?” 
Is fine~ Pe 
“Okay. That’s good, but if you feel sick, tell me right away.” 


“’Okay~”” 


It was my first time on a ship. I was worried that I might get seasick, but it seemed to 
be no problem. I had prepared some anti-sickness medication, but so far it didn’t seem 
to be necessary for me or the kids. 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 


We stepped out onto the deck and the kids immediately started running towards the 
bow. 


“The floor might be wet so watch your steps.” 


“'Yeah~”” 
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If they slipped and fell into the sea... would be a disaster, but I don’t think that would 
happen to my kids if I caution them, so they should be fine even if I don’t stop them. 


“"Ohh~”” 
When we got to the bow of the ship, the kids looked into the sea with astonishment. 


“What is it? What do you see?” 


u» 


The sea is bashaan!”” 
“N?——Ah, this?” 


I couldn’t understand what they were saying, so I looked down, too. What I saw was 
the ship pushing its way through the sea, creating waves as it sailed. I’m sure this is 
what they were talking about. 


Hya! So cold!” 


The children let out a cute scream as they seemed to be splashed by the water. 


(CE yy 


They were screaming, they were going, 
it: 


Kya~ kya~”” so I guess they were enjoying 


“You are going to fall off~” 


a wy 


Is fine~ won't fall~ 


They were leaning forward quite a bit, trying to get splashed, so I warned them again. 


u» wy 


That was fun~ 


“Ahh~ you are all soaked~” 


«a wy 


Dry us~ 
“Yes, yes, stay still then.” 


“'Yeah~”” 
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Allen and Elena were soaking wet from the water splashing, so I quickly dried them 
with magic. 


“All good.” 


a wy 


Thank you. 
“You are welcome. What do you want to do next?” 

“Explore.” 

“The ship~!” 

“Roger that. Don’t be making too much noise inside, though.” 
“ Okay~”” 


After enjoying the deck to the fullest, we decided to explore the inside of the ship. 
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CHAPTER 317 
VOYAGE 2 


“Yol” 

“Hello.” 

“Eh!? Wait a moment! Ehh? Seriously, wait!” 

While exploring the ship, I spotted Evan-san and Scott-san. 

“That’s it! I wanted to see Takumi’s reaction to this!” 

“No, why are you here!?” 

“We were offered an escort request, so we took it.” 

“What?” 

“The merchant ships are usually manned by the Merchant Guild’s own guards, but the 
Adventurer’s Guild was suddenly asked to provide an escort. The guild was short on 


manpower this time, so the Guild Master asked us if we were interested.” 


I couldn’t quite understand Evan-san’s story, so I turned to Scott-san, and he explained 
the details to me. 


“They are short on guards? Did something happen?” 


“Looters, probably.” 


coy n»n 
? 


Looters 
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Buh” 


When we heard the reason for the shortage, the kids and I asked the same question. 
Then Evan-san and Scott-san bursted out laughing. 


“Th, three people tilting their heads at the same time!” 
“It’s a sign that they are on the same page.” 


ate Apparently, the kids and I were not only saying the same thing, but also making 
the same gesture. 


What a coincidence. 

“What do you mean by looters?” 

“You guys really do get along, huh~ By looters we mean just that. Plunderers. Pirates.” 
“Ah, I see. That kind of looters.” 


Oh, that reminds me, there was something about pirates in the travel warnings. It was 
only a faint mention, though. 


“"Bad guys?” 
“Indeed.” 


“Will beat them up~!”” 


“Td rather they didn’t appear, but if they do, it’s Evan-san’s and Scott-san’s job to deal 
with them.” 


“What about Allen~?” 
“And Elena~?” 
“You will be obediently waiting on standby?” 


Ehh yy 
www 
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I'll have to stop the kids from trying to beat the pirates to death. 

“So, what’s the actual situation?” 

“It seems that they have been attacked frequently lately, but only by small and 
medium-sized ships. This ship is large, so it’s unlikely to be targeted. Oh, this is behind 
the scenes stuff, so don’t spread it around.’ 


“Yes, sin” 


Even if the possibility of being attacked is low, the Company must be very wary, 
because they have requested the Adventurer’s Guild to increase the number of guards. 


“SO, you guys are working now?” 

“That's right. I mean, if the voyage is peaceful, we will just be patrolling.” 
“Is that so?” 

“Yeah, it’s also part of our job to deal with customers.” 


“That sounds like a stretch, though~ But if you guys are okay with it, can you give us 
a tour of the ship?” 


“Ou, leave it to us.” 


So we resumed our exploration of the ship, with Evan-san and Scott-san showing us 
around. 


This place~?”” 
“The dining hall.” 


“’Meal~?”” 


“Yeah, if you're in first or second class, you should be able to come here and get three 
meals a day.” 


“Huh? There are no meals for the third class?” 
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“No, if you order it in advance, it will be served. However, the ship’s meals are a bit 
more expensive than regular meals, so many of those who take third-class cabins 
resort to eating portable meals.” 


“Oh, I see.” 
The food in the special-class rooms was brought straight to the customers, so we 
hadn't received any explanation about this. Therefore, it was all new information to 


us. 


“Oi, it feels like you’ve never heard of about this before. Didn’t they explain it to you 
when you got on the ship? Is this a dereliction of duty on the part of the crew? Where 
your guys’ room at?” 


Evan-san’s expression turned grim as he sensed that we hadn't been briefed. 
“Our room? It’s a special-class room.” 

“Whoah, a special-class room?” 

“Oh my, that’s very fancy.” 


But when Evan-san heard that we were renting a special room, his expression changed 
to one of surprise. Scott-san was also surprised. 


“The only rooms available at that time were the special-class rooms and third-class 
rooms.” 


“Oh well, I guess you would choose the special-class then. Takumi-san seems to have 
a lot of money, after all.” 


“Now that you mention it, youre right.” 


The two of them, who knew more than a little about how much money we were 
making, looked convinced. 


“The room.” 


“Was amazing.” 
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“Its that incredible? I would like to see it.” 
Sure.” 


“Oh, you will show me? I will take your word for it.” 


un wy 


Yeah, come. 
Evan-san and the kids are really good friends, aren't they? 
While thinking that—— 

“I wonder if they’re close in mental age?” 


I’m not sure if Scott-san was thinking the same thing I did, but he muttered some harsh 
words toward Evan-san. 


Evan-san didn’t seem to hear him, so he didn’t raise his voice in rebuttal. 
“If you are serious, we have a break in the evening. We will intrude then.” 
“Evening~?”” 

“Yeah.” 

“ Okay~ will be waiting!” 


“Oh, in that case, would you like to join us for dinner?” 


I have no problem inviting Evan-san and Scott-san to our room. The room is very big, 
after all. 


I invited them to have dinner with us. 


“It’s nice of you to invite us, but our food is for the employees, so it would be a little... 
difficult to eat alongside the food served in the special-class rooms.” 


“I wouldn't be so mean as to eat different meals in the same place.” 
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The food in the special-class room and the employee’s food would definitely be 
different in terms of luxury. I’m aware of that. 


“Tm sure we can order more. Even if we can't, lIl serve you the food I have on hand, 
and you can have the employees’ meals for a midnight snack.” 


“As tempting as it is to eat the special-class room’s food, I’d rather eat your food, 


» 
! 


Takumi 
“Is that so? If you are fine with my food, I won’t be ordering more than?” 
“Qu!” 


It doesn’t feel bad when people say that my food is better than the food served in the 
special-class room. 


“Takumi-san, are you really sure about this?” 


“Of course I am. The more, the merrier” 


un I wy 
. 


Yeah, more fun 
“So if you don’t mind, please come by all means, Scott-san.” 


Scott-san seemed hesitant, so I asked him again, and he seemed to be happy. 


u» n»n» 


Will be waiting~ 


Even though it was part of their job to show the guests around, we couldn’t keep them 
in custody, so we decided to split up. 


Then, in the evening. As promised, Evan-san and Scott-san came to visit our room... 


but seeing the interior of the room, Evan-san was excited together with the kids like a 
child. 
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CHAPTER 318 
VOYAGE 3 


Second day of the voyage. It was another beautiful day. 
“Are there any fish?”” 
Once on deck, Allen and Elena climbed up on the railing and peered into the ocean. 


“How was it, did you see any fish?” 


«a wy 


None~ 
“I see, that’s too bad.” 


Will come if we call?” 


At first the children were disappointed, but then they clapped their hands and called 
the fish. 


“Come koi~”” 


This is... the gesture I made when I called the koi in the pond~ 


However, if the koi are used to being fed, they might come to us, but fish in the ocean 
won't come. 


u» y” 
. 


They came~ 
“Eh? No ways!?” 
So many, look!” 

The kids raised their voices in cheerful mood, so I hurriedly peeked in the water. 


“Whoah, you are right.” 
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I could clearly see numerous fish flapping and jumping in front of the ship. 
“Seeing this many fish at once is actually quite unpleasant.” 


If there were so many fish so close to the ship, wouldn't it cause problems with the 
ship’s progress? 


“The hell is this!” 

“Whoah, amazing~” 

The other passengers seemed to have noticed the fish and hurried to call the crew. 
“Excuse me, customers. Have you been baiting the fish?” 

“No, we haven't.” 

The sailor came over to us near where the fish were most concentrated. 


There were so many fish that he suspected we had baited the area. 


un nn 


They came when we called~ 


Allen and Elena moved to a different location and called out for more fish, and a large 
number of them moved closer to the children. 


See?” 
oO" BR hh~w~w”” 
When the crew and passengers saw this scene, they were stunned and astonished(?) 


“We didn’t bait them, but you could say that the cause was us? Is it dangerous for this 
many fish gathering at the sides of the ship, after all?” 


“N, no, there shouldn't be a problem if they are at the sides, but if by any chance they 
were at the stern, then...” 


I know that the ships are powered by magic stones, not engines, but I don’t know how 
it works. The sailors are slurring their words, but I guess there are propellers or drains 


traitorAIZEN 25 | 191 


at the stern, and if they got clogged up, we would be in trouble. 


“Allen, Elena, the ship might encounter difficulties if there are too many fish around, 
so let’s not call for them again, okay?” 


“’Okay——Bye-bye~!”” 
rr” Bhh~ aS ROTEIN 


When Allen and Elena waved their hands, the fish scattered in unison. When the 
sailors and passengers saw this, they were once again stunned and yelled out. And 
since more people had gathered to see what was going on, there were more voices 
than before. 

“Excuse us for the ruckus.” 

“N, no, I’m sorry for doubting you.” 

I quickly apologized and put the matter to rest as if nothing had happened. 

NARI?” 

“N? It’s raining?” 

“"’Rain~?”” 

After the fish incident was over, we were still hanging out on deck when I heard 
something fall——a sound of something hitting the deck. Is it rain? I looked up to see 
that the sky was still blue. 

“The weather is still beautiful.” 

“'Yeah~”” 

I thought it started raining, but it doesn’t look like it. 


“What is that?” 


I looked up and down the deck and saw a few colorful balls the size of my pinky 
fingernails lying around. I picked them up and immediately looked them up with 
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Appraisal. 

What is it?” 

“Erm... a Sugar candy?” 
Is it sweet?” 

“That seems to be the case, but... why are they falling from the skies?” 

It seemed that what had been falling was... Konpeito? 

I’ve never heard of such a phenomenon, but I wonder if it’s common in Aetherdia? 
Can we eat?” 

“Well~ eating something that had fallen on the floor wouldn't be good.” 

I don’t want them to eat anything that has fallen on the floor in a place where many 
people are walking about. But that doesn’t mean we should simply wash them, so I 
told the kids to give up. 

“Ah!” 

Then Allen and Elena caught the falling sugar candy in the air. 

“How about this~?”” 

“Well, I guess it’s fine.” 


Yay 


If candy that falls to the floor is no good, then the candy that doesn’t fall... is the logic 
here. 


The Konpeito itself wasn’t anything weird since it said it was “Edible”, so when I gave 
them permission to eat, the twins popped the candy into their mouths. 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 
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The kids let out astonished voices and laughed in satisfaction. 
“Is it yummy?” 

“Yummy!——Ah!”” 

The two of them quickly catch the falling Konpeito. 
Ohh” 


The two of them continued to catch the Konpeito that fell at regular intervals. 


“Here, use a jar” 


u» wy 


Thank you. 
I handed them the empty medicine jar, and they quickly filled it with Konpeito. 
”Muu~”” 


The children squirmed as they listened to the sound of the bottle being shaken and 
rattled. 


u» wy 


Only this much~ 


They seemed to be frustrated that they couldn’t accumulate enough Konpeito, since it 
only rained in few candies at once... 


That being said, I feel that the downpour of Konpeito would be a surreal sight to 
witness. 


“If you want more, you'll have to persevere and work hard for it. Or will you give up?” 
“Will do my best.”” 
They were not giving up. 


Allen and Elena then took the time to continue catching in the Konpeito from the air 
until the medicine jar was full. 
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CHAPTER 319 
VOYAGE 4 


“The whole ship is buzzing about Heavenly Drops, but as I thought, you guys were 
present, huh. How lucky~” 


“Ah, Evan-san, Scott-san, good morning. By the way, what is this Heavenly Drops?” 


Is it not raining Konpeito anymore? Just as I was thinking this, Evan-san and Scott-san 
called out to us. 


“It’s what people call the finest nectar raining down from the heavens.” 
“"This~?”” 


“Yes, that’s it. It is said to fall so rarely and in such a small area that those who are 
lucky enough to be in its presence are considered lucky.’ 


When Allen and Elena held up the jar containing the Konpeito, Scott-san affirmed. 
The sugar candy is apparently called “Heavenly Drops”. 
“Oh, you've gathered quite a lot.” 


“Is that so? The kids were able to collect this much after doing their utmost best, you 
know? I didn’t let them pick up anything that fell on the deck, though.” 


“Eh? You've collected this much without picking up those that have fallen on the 
ground? That’s quite a lot then.” 


“Yeah. I’ve heard that they fall only in small numbers, and more importantly, after a 
certain amount of time... the Heavenly Drops that fell will disappear.” 


“Eh!? Ah, it’s true.” 


Hearing Scott-san’s words, I looked around to see the Heavenly Drops that Allen and 
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Elena failed to catch that were supposed to be lying on the deck were completely gone. 


Will these disappear, too?” 


“No, they should be fine. They don’t seem to disappear if you pick them up quickly for 
some reason, so only those who are present during the rain can pick them up.” 


“Heeh~ so they were something this amazing~” 
I stared at the drop I happened to pick up again. 


I had picked it up when it had fallen on the deck to be appraised, so I had somehow 
kept it in my hand. 


“Is there any other use for this besides eating it?” 
“N? I wonder... I have no idea, but that may be only because I’m not aware~” 


“I also have no clue. It’s called the finest nectar, so you don’t do anything but eat it, I 
guess? I’ve heard that a single grain can fetch a very high price.” 


“I see. So once you pick one up, will it disappear if you throw it out?” 
“Tve heard that they don’t disappear.” 

So, if I throw away this one drop here, it won't disappear. 

“Takumi, are you throwing it away?” 


While I was hesitating about the Heavenly Drop in my hand, Evan-san looked at me 
with a suspicious look on his face. 


“I mean, I picked this one up from the deck... rather, do people sell the drops that have 
fallen to the ground?” 


My kids were able to catch them midair, but normal people would pick these up from 
the ground, right? 


“They do. As for eating... wouldn't it be fine if you clean them with Washing?” 
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“Abh, there was that move!——Washing.” 


There was a way to clean it with magic without washing it with water! I immediately 
cast Washing on the Heavenly Drop that I have picked up from the deck. 


un n»n» 


Muu~ if we picked up~ 


If we could have picked up the ones that fell on the deck, we could have collected 
more... Allen and Elena were pouting such. 


“Sorry, sorry. Let’s pick up the ones on the ground next time as well.” 
“Yeah! Will do my best.” 


When I told the children that I would not forget this mistake and that we would make 
use of it next time, they were fully motivated. 


“They are lucky to have encountered it once, but they are determined to encounter 
it again?” 


“No, but aren't those guys going to run into it again?” 
“That's true.” 


However, Evan-san and Scott-san had a dumbfounded look on their faces when they 
heard our exchange. 


“That being said, Allen, Elena. This looks to be very rare, so don’t show it to anyone, 
and eat it in secret.” 


“’ Okay~”” 

For now, I'll just warn them not to show it off or eat it in public. 

“It’s just like Takumi to not sell them, but to use them as snacks for the children.” 
“Eh, I mean, isn’t that normal, since the kids picked up all the stuff themselves?” 


“No, no, not many parents would be able to do that.” 
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“Heehw~” 


You mean they would take it away from the kids and sell it off to make a living? Well, 
would I do that if my life was difficult, too? 


“Well, we are not having a hard time making a living, after all. Ah, would you like to eat 
this?” 


I held out the Heavenly Drop I had been holding between my fingers to Evan-san. 
“Oi. Don't hold it out as if disposing of your old inventory.’ 

“I cleaned it.” 

“Then eat it yourself, no? Well, I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t curious how it tastes.” 
Evan-san is so honest. 

“Allen, Elena, I need you to do something for me.” 

What is it?” 

“Can you give Evan-san and Scott-san a Heavenly Drop?” 

Okay, sure~”” 

Well, I was also curious about the taste, so I decided to eat what I had and asked the 
kids if they could share a piece for both. They readily agreed, and immediately took 
two Heavenly Drops from the jar and offered them to Evan-san and Scott-san. 

“Eh, you sure?” 

“I will feel bad.” 


It’s delish, you know?”” 


Allen and Elena grabbed Evan-san’s and Scott-san’s hands and placed the Heavenly 
Drops in their palms, as if to say, “Come on, take it.” 


One good point about my children is that they do not mind sharing their stuff! 
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“Are you really, really, sure?” 
“"Yeah~”” 


“Would you like a payment for this?” 


u» 


Payment?”” 


“Money.” 


un wy 


Don’t wanna. 


Evan-san squatted down to make eye contact with the children, and confirmed that 
they didn’t mind. Scott-san tried to pay out of obligation, but the children immediately 
refused. 


“Rather than money, they would prefer you play with them, so if you could do that 
instead?” 


«a 


Yeah, let’s play!” 


I don’t know how much a piece of this candy costs, but I thought it would be better for 
the children to play instead, so when I suggested an alternative, they smiled and 
nodded. When Evan-san and Scott-san saw this, they looked at each other as if saying, 
“Are they really fine with that?” But in the end, they agreed. 


Then, the three of us tried the Heavenly Drops. 
How is it? How is it?” 
“Yeah, it’s delicious.” 

“Sublime!” 


“It indeed tastes great.” 


The Heavenly Drop instantly melted in my mouth, spreading a refreshing sweetness 
around. 


“N~ delicious it is, but... I don’t think it’s worth the price tag?” 
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“There’s another reason for that.” 
“Another reason? Is there more to it than just being lucky enough to be where it falls?” 


“Yes, it’s said that your fortune will improve if you eat it. It’s not certain whether that’s 
true or not, though.” 


“Fortune, huh.” 


I see. It may be a superstition, but I’m sure there will be people who will want to 
believe it. 


u» yy 


Hey, hey, Oniichan. 
“N? What is it?” 
“Won't it rain.” 

“One more time~?” 
“Hahaha~ if your luck is good, we will encounter this again before long.” 
"Ehh~~~”” 


As Allen and Elena looked up at the sky to see if the Heavenly Drops would fall once 
more, all of asudden——wee, woo... the alarm bells rang throughout the ship. 
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CHAPTER 320 
ATTACK 


What is it?” 

“I wonder?” 

All at once, the sailors became flustered and the atmosphere became swarthy. 
“It looks like an emergency. Shouldn't you guys go?” 

“That's the signal to assemble on deck.” 


I see. Since we are already on the deck, there’s no need for them to move. Ah, I can 
certainly see guard-looking people coming up. 


Ah, there—!”” 

Allen and Elena found something and pointed their fingers. 
“That's... a ship?” 

The ship was still far away, but it looked a little worn out. 
“So they came!” 

Evan-san cursed with a disgusted expression. 

“Is there a possibility of it being a shipwreck?” 

“In that case, they’d have given a sign for help already.” 
“Signal?” 


“Yes, smoke. I don’t see any red smoke coming from that ship.” 
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“Oh!” 

Smoke signals! I remember there being something like that~ I forgot. 

“Takumi-san, I will tell you this just in case, but there are cases where they deliberately 
signal for help and then attack the ship approaching for rescue. Not only at sea, but on 
land as well. So, please be very careful and check the situation carefully in the future.” 


“Ah, okay.” 


Scott-san gave me some additional information that he thought I probably didn’t 
know. 


I didn’t know that bandits use smoke signals to attract their prey, so this is really 
helpful~ 


“This time, they are coming in hot, though!” 
“They must be that confident in their strength.” 
There’s no doubt that it’s a pirate ship that’s approaching our ship. 


Ah~... I can definitely see something that looks like a pirate flag with a skull symbol 
on it. 


“What is the size of the forces capable of fighting the pirates abroad our ship?” 

I ask Evan-san and Scott-san in a hushed voice. 

“We have eight specialized guards. The sailors that are not guards also know some 
martial arts, but... to be honest, the amount of self-defense they know cannot be 
counted on. Additionally, there are five adventurers, including us, who were hired as 


guards.” 


“I also saw some adventurers among the passengers. I’ve heard that the pirates are 
highly mobile, and there are quite a few of them.” 


“Fighting them head-on would honestly be tough.” 


“I thought so. In that case, wouldn't it be better we make sure that the pirate ship 
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couldn't approach us in the first place,” 
“Huh?” 


“How about making a hole in the pirates’ ship when it reaches the magic attack range... 
or something?” 


When I proposed my plan(?), Evan-san and Scott-san were speechless. 


“We may not be able to capture them, but you might have a good idea there. It 
wouldn't be possible for us alone, but it seems like a plausible plan for you, Takumi- 


» 


san. 
“Yeah, it will require quite a feat of strength, but... I guess it’s a good idea.” 

I was only half joking about this strategy, but it was surprisingly well received. 
“Takumi-san, can I suggest this plan of yours?” 

“Eh? Ah, yes, sure.” 


Scott-san immediately went to the person who seemed to be the leader of the 
Merchant Guild’s specialized guards. 


After a short conversation, he came back to us with the leader. 


“I thought we were out of luck when I heard that a pirate ship was approaching, but 
with an A-ranked adventurer on board, I guess God hadn’t abandoned us yet~” 


» 


“Erm... 
“Oh, sorry. I’m Gaius. I’m the leader of the guards.” 

“Tm Takumi. I might not seem like it, but I’m A-rank adventurer.” 

“Hahaha~ You certainly don’t look like it. But, I’m guessing you wouldn't joke in a 


situation like this, so I believe it. And so, you were talking about opening a hole in the 
pirates’ ship? Can you really do it?” 
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After a quick introduction, we quickly got down to business. 


“Well, if the pirates’ ship is as tough as reinforced iron or Orichalcum, then please 
pretend I didn't say anything.” 


“A ship build from something that heavy would sink! Ships are usually made from 


» 
! 


wood 


“Then, I don’t believe there will be a problem. I will ask you just in case, but if I fail, 
will our situation get even worse?” 


“The other side will be a little wary, but I’m pretty sure they’ll be coming at us with 
everything they've got anyway, so I honestly don’t see a problem even if you fail.” 


If there’s no problem, then I can simply give it a try. 
“Ah, can I ask one more thing?” 

“Yeah, what is it?” 

“Can't we just get away in the first place?” 


“Not possible. This ship was built to carry a lot of weight, so it’s slow when it comes to 
terms of travel. On the other hand, theirs was built for speed.” 


Oh, that reminds me, when we booked the ship, they said that this ship was slow~ 

So the probability of a battle taking place is higher after all. 

“Are you sure you want it sink down?” 

“Yeah, I don’t care. Capturing the pirates is secondary. The passengers’ safety comes 
first. Well, I’d like to hand over or at least secure the Captain's body, but... don’t worry 
about it! Go as hard as you can!” 


“Roger that.” 


I got a permission from Gaius-san, so I took a position from where I could aim at the 
pirates, and waited for it to get closer. 
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A little closder?”” 

“Indeed.” 

Next to me, of course, were Allen and Elena. 

The guards and adventurers were whispering about whether it was okay for children 
to be here, but I pretended not to hear them. It’s no use telling the kids to go back to 
their cabins. 

“About now?” 

“I think so. I guess it could reach now?” 

The pirate ship was now in range of my magic. 

“Are they in range already?” 


“They are.” 


“Rather than shooting at this distance, wouldn't it be more reliable to shoot a more 
powerful magic to create a bigger hole from a little closer?” 


Evan-san and Scott-san were also nearby, tilting their heads to the side as they heard 
my muttering. 


“That's true, but... wouldn’t that mean that pirates who fell into the ocean unharmed 
could swim over to our ship?” 


“If they are unharmed, there would be no problem, even if they managed to swim over 
and climb up the ship. It would be more convenient for us to capture him.” 


“Ah, I see.” 
Then, I will let them get even closer and then, attack—— 
“Water Jet!” 


“Ah!” 
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As I was thinking this, the children released their magic first. 


As per the strategy, a big hole was made in the pirate ship with a thud... but the people 
over here were stunned. 
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CHAPTER 321 
ATTACK 2 


“Made a hole~!”” 
Allen and Elena were happy to see the hole in the ship. 


“Yes, youre right! But the hole was made a little too high. Well, it should be okay, 
but!” 


The magic of the kids drilled a hole in the bow of the boat, but it was a little too high 
so that no seawater could get in. I was relieved that the ship did not sink, and the 
pirates seemed to be unharmed. 


“Allen, Elena, you cannot shoot magic as you like.” 

“Why~? You said to make a hole!” 

“Yes, that’s right. But that was my job. It wasn't for you to do, right!” 
“’Ehh~ Erm you see, that!” 

“The faster one.” 

“Wins?” 

At any rate, I lightly cautioned them for their selfishness, and they were not happy. 
And then, of course, they retorted with “the faster one wins”. I wondered where they 
learned that phrase. 

“Listen well, okay? Even though the people on that ship are bad people, they are still 
living people. And the magic that the two of you fired just now could have taken their 


lives. Do you understand?” 


le . Yeah?” 
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I bent down and looked at them and told them earnestly to make them understand 
what they had done. 


“Oniichan doesn’t want you guys to take people’s lives. If you are about to do it one 
day, Oniichan will rush and act faster than you, and even if it happens that we won't 
have a choice one day... it will be Oniichan’s job to finish.” 


a nn 
Uu~ 


I don’t want to take people’s lives as much as possible, even if they are bad guys. But, 
if I or the children are in danger then... I will have no hesitation. 


“You two are good and smart children, so you understand what I’m trying to say, 
right?” 


Allen and Elena firmly nodded their heads with tears in their eyes. 
“It’s a promise, then. Don’t use your magic against people. Understood?” 
“c Yes?” 


After Allen and Elena seemed convinced, I turned around to see what had happened 
to the pirate ship. 


“Huh? It stopped?” 

Then the ship had stopped for some reason. 

If the children’s magic angered them, they would have rushed straight at us, and if they 
got scared, they would have run away. And yet, it stopped? What the hell was going 
on? 

“Why did that ship stop?” 

“Maybe the power source, the magic stone, got broken.” 


“Is the magic stone located on the bow of the ship?” 


“No, it varies from ship to ship. Sometimes it’s in the bow, sometimes in the stern, 
sometimes in the bottom, sometimes in the captain’s cabin.” 
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“Heehw~” 


So there are fixed locations for the magic stones? I heard that the magic stones used 
to move ships are of a very high rank, so I guess it’s an anti-theft measure? 


“So, the pirates won't be able to move again?” 

“It’s impossible for them to attack us. Even if they abandoned the ship and tried to 
escape, they would still be a long way from land, and there are monsters in the sea. | 
guess they are stuck here. If they want to save their lives, they would have to surrender, 


no?” 


We stopped our ship, which was moving at full speed, to check on the pirates, and after 
waiting for a while—— 


“They are not moving.” 

We waited for a little while, but there was no movement from the pirates. 

“Should we just leave them here... and let the country handle them?” 

I didn’t know how to settle this, so I made a proposal to Gaius-san. 

We could head for Cerdik and report back to the government and ask them to send 
soldiers to capture them. Well, in that case, the pirates might manage to escape, but 
the ship could be recovered. 

“This is troubling.” 

Gaius-san groaned in a worry. 

“So, do you want me to board their ship... to catch them?” 


“No, I don’t think so. Their combat strength has not diminished.” 


“Takumi-san, even if we do capture them, how are we going to get to their ship? We 
cannot get too close with our ship for safety’s sake.” 


“I guess I will just have to swim? It won't be a problem at this distance.” 
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Evan-san and Scott-san were against it, but I took a Mermaid’s Bracelet from my 
Infinite Storage, and made preparations to swim. 
|” 


“Isn't that a Mermaid’s Bracelet! You have something good on you 


“I can use this to get to them stealthily. I still have more bracelets, what do you think? 
Would you like to come with me, Evan-san, Scott-san?” 


“It can’t be helped~ I will go with you.” 
“Indeed. It would be better for us to go with you.” 


Since Gaius-san was still troubled and could not come to a conclusion, I decided to act 
on my own. 


I asked Evan-san and Scott-san to join me, and they readily agreed. 
“What about Allen~?” 
“And Elena~?” 


The twins looked like they wanted to go, but they were more reserved because I had 
warned them earlier. 


“You guys are going to wait here, right?” 
”Ehh~”” 

“There’s something I want you two to do here.” 
What is it?” 

“Can you make a blockade?” 

A blockade?”” 


“Your job is to make sure that we don’t get interrupted on our way to that ship over 
there.” 


Will work!” 
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When talking about work, they showed a lot of motivation, so I explained to the kids 
why they would have to stay on the ship. 


“Water Pillar’” 


They had the sea create pillars of water around the pirate ship. Of course, they didn’t 
let it hit the ship. 


“Yeah, like that. Looking good! Can you keep it up while we swim over?” 


un 


Yeah, can!”” 


With this, the pirates’ eyes would turn to the magician that they thought was on this 
ship and the water pillars around them. 


“We will be swimming straight in front of the ship, so avoid that area and focus on the 
two sides of the ship.” 


Got it~”” 
“And don't hit the ship. Also, avoid the back of the ship.” 
Okay!” 


The children nodded their heads firmly as we went over the precautions again. With 
this, we were all set. 


(Li 


If we can sneak through the water and climb up from the stern, we should be able to 
get there undetected.” 


“Indeed.” 


As expected, Gaius-san, who had been unable to reach a conclusion, agreed to capture 
the pirates, so I recruited more men. However, as expected, I couldp’t leave this ship 
empty, so we left the ship in the hands of the merchant guards and decided to go with 
five additional adventurers, including Evan-san and Scott-san, who had been hired as 
guards of the ship. 


“Let's go.” 
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We jumped into the sea from a blind spot and managed to enter the pirate ship without 
anyone noticing. 


At first, we were covert. The pirates were looking at our ship and the sea in a daze, so 
we quickly and quietly made a few faint first. Then, when the number of pirates 
decreased, we started to fight. 


It was a bit of a melee, but our forces were able to subdue the pirates without any 
serious injuries. 
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CHAPTER 322 
SERDIK 


“Arrived~!”” 
“As I thought, it’s a bit warmer here.” 
We arrived in the town called Byld in the country of Serdik. 


We were supposed to arrive at noon, but due to the pirate attack, we ended up arriving 
in the evening... Well, I guess that’s an acceptable delay. 


“ Oniichan, Oniichan.” 
“N? What is it?” 
“Weird.” 

“Clothes~” 


“Oh, you are right.” 


In this country, there were quite a few people wearing long robes(?). Their right sleeve 
was short or sleeveless, but the left sleeve was long and fluttery. 


I’ve never seen this kind of clothes in Guardia, Argo, or Crete, so I wonder if it’s unique 
to Serdik. I had imagined a tropical or Latin American country, since itis the birthplace 
of the Nana fruit (bananas), and Kahee (coffee) beans~ 


“Takumi, they want to hear the situation.” 
“Alright.” 


Evan-san, who was handing over the captured pirates to the soldiers, called me over. 
Apparently, they wanted to hear from me as well. Well, I acted mostly of my own 
accord, and I also happened to store the entire pirate ship in my Infinite Storage, after 
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all~ I guess it’s natural. 
“Ah, but I would like to find a place to stay first... is that possible?” 
I don’t mind reciting the situation, but I'd like to find a place to stay before it gets dark. 


“It’s not like you can’t, but I heard the people from the company had already arranged 
a place to stay.” 


“Isn't that for you and the other guards, though?” 


“What are you saying? How can they not prepare a room for the people who saved 
their ship? I’m sure they'll give you a nice room.” 


“It being a good room aside, I’m happy as long as we have a place to stay.” 
That being the case, we move to the Soldiers’ Station at the port. 

“Let's go.” 

“Shopping~” 

“That won't be possible for today. Let’s leave it for tomorrow.” 

”Ehh~”” 


I guess they didn’t like the idea of walking past the stores in a new town without 
stopping by. The children looked quite dissatisfied. 


“I guess it’s hard to delay sightseeing in a town you have never been to before~” 
Evan-san approached the kids and patted the two’s heads to comfort them. 
“Evan, aren't that your sentiments?” 

“Shuddup.” 

Evan-san averted his gaze awkwardly at Scott-san’s comment. 

It seemed that he had hit the nail on the head. 
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“Is this your first time here, Evan-san?” 
“Ou. We're returning in three days, so we're planning to have a lot of fun until then.” 
“Oh, so you have a schedule for your return trip?” 


They will be going back in three days, which means they will only have two days for 
sightseeing. If that’s the case, it must be hard to lose the half day today. 


“We're going to eat a lot of good food!” 
“Oh, that’s part of the fun~” 


We will have to find some specialties, right? I’m sure there will be something besides 
Nana fruits and Kahee beans. 


“Oh, here you are.” 


Gaius-san arrived at the station beforehand, and explained the details of the 
circumstances at the sea. 


“Well, that’s it for the confirmation, and now for the reward. The fee for subjugating 
the pirates, and the reward money for the bounty on their heads. And also the bonus 
money for selling the pirates as slaves. This is the total of the above.” 

When we arrived at the station, the briefing was already over, and I was asked about 
my background, but it was just to make sure there were no discrepancies, so it was 


over quickly. 


Then, as if to say, “This is where it all starts,” the soldier held out a piece of paper with 
details written on it. 


It seemed that the pirate captain and a few others had been given bounties, and the 
total reward was a quite a bit of cash. 


“Are we going with the standard allocation?” 
“Evan, what did the company president say?” 


“60% to Takumi and 40% to the company. Well, if Takumi agrees... though.” 
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The reason why Evan-san came with me later was because he needed to confirm the 
allocation. 


I’m not sure why the allocation was only between me and the company. 


“I don’t really care about the percentage, but why is it just me and the company? What 
about you guys?” 


“We're hired guards for the company. Ah, but don’t worry, we are going to get a bonus 
payment.” 


“Are you sure they will pay for everyone?” 
“Yeah, don’t worry.’ 
“I don’t mind then.” 


The pirates were captured with the help of Evan-san and the other adventurers, so I 
made sure to check that. 


Since I heard that the company will raise the pay with the reward money, I nodded in 
agreement... since I didn’t know anything about appropriate rates. 


“Also, the ownership of the ship and anything on it goes to you, Takumi.” 


I had a hand in the capture, but since it was only me and the kids who stopped the ship 
and retrieved it, the ownership was mine. 


I briefly checked the inside of the ship in search of the remnants, and found that there 
was a good amount of treasure on board. Well, I guess a lot of it was stolen, though. 


“N~ Can I ask you to dispose of the ship and sell what is on the ship for a fee?” 


Since the ship has a big hole in it and the magic stone is broken, it’s basically a 
shipwreck. It doesn’t matter if I leave it in the Infinite Storage, but if I can dispose of 
it, it’s better to do so. 


And then there are the things that were on the ship. Money can be collected, but 
jewelry and other items are troublesome. There might be a chance that the original 
owners of stolen goods will want to buy them back! 
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I don’t know the details because Cedric-san took care of everything when we dealt 
with the bandits and got the treasure in Bailey before, but I’m sure there are a lot of 
negotiations and procedures to be followed. 


To put it bluntly, it’s a hassle. So I would like them to take care of all that for me. 


“That’s possible, but the... negotiations will be minimal, so your profits will inevitably 
decrease.” 


“Tm fine with that, so please.” 


“I understand. Would you like the money to be deposited at the Adventurer’s Guild 
then?” 


“Yes,” 


Even if the amount of money I get from it decreases, it is better to save myself the 
trouble. 


“Are you sure about this, Takumi-san? It’s not a town we are familiar with, so I can’t 
say there’s no possibility of being deceived.” 


Perhaps worried about my quick decision, Scott-san whispered to me. 
“Thank you very much. There’s no problem.” 


This was an extra income to begin with, so I won't regret it as long as I consider it just 
that. 


It’s more of a problem if the negotiations take up too much of my time, and we lose 
sightseeing time because of it. Especially this time, we have to return to the capital of 
Guardia before Wald-sama’s wedding, so our time here is limited. 

So, I quickly completed the procedures for selling it. 

“So, where should I leave the ship?” 


“There’s a harbor in the back of the station, so you can leave it there.” 


After leaving the ship there, we finally entered the town of Byld for real. 
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CHAPTER 323 
SIGHTSEEING 


The lodging provided by the Company was quite nice, and we enjoyed our dinner there 
as well, but... well, if you ask if it was good, then it was good, but it was... ordinary 
food, not unique to Serdik. 

The next day, after a good night’s rest, we set out to explore the town. 

“Well, where shall we go first?” 

“Shopping!” 

“Haha, yeah. We are definitely going shopping, but which stores should we go to first?” 
All of them!” 

“All of them? 

Yeah” 

“Every last!” 


“One of them!” 


Allen and Elena wanted to see all the stores, probably as a reaction to not being able 
to go sightseeing yesterday. 


“Well, we are going to spend the day in the town, so let’s take it in order” 
Yay P” 
So we went into the first store we saw. 


“Ts this~” 
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“A cloth store?” 

“N~ maybe a tailor?” 

“Clothes?” 

I’m pretty sure it’s a fabric store, but there were some clothes on display, too. 
“It’s the same clothes we saw at the port.” 

Oh yeah!” 

“If this store is a tailor shop, do you want me to order you some?” 
“Yes! Want~!"” 

If they can make it in time, I would love to have my children wear it. 
“My, oh my, welcome. I’m sorry I didn’t notice you earlier.’ 

“Don't worry, excuse us for intruding.” 

“That's all right. Oh my, what a pair of cuties!” 

“Thank you very much. Are you a tailor, by the way? 

“Yes, we are. We mainly tailor everyday clothes.” 

It seems to be a store that does tailoring as well. 

“Are the clothes you have on display the casual clothes of this country?” 


“Yes, indeed. From your question and the way you look, I’m guessing you are from 
another country then?” 


“Yes, we are.” 
“I have heard from the foreigners that our country’s clothes are very distinctive~ This 


is a port town, so people from other countries often ask me about them.” 
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“Haha, I thought so.” 


As I thought, it appears that the clothes are unique to this country. And I’m sure 
everyone from other countries is wondering about them. 


“How long would it take to have clothes made for these twins?” 
“We have a few pieces of each size left over, so you can take them home right away. If 
you want the exact size, your favorite color, and you want to decorate it, it would take 


about five days.” 


“We would like to see the leftovers first then, and if the size and color don’t seem to 
match their taste, I would like to place an order.” 


“Okay. I will bring them over then.” 

It seemed that they had a few pieces left over, so I decided to ask to see them first. 
”Ohh~”” 

“See if you like any.” 


The shopkeeper immediately prepared some clothes in sizes that Allen and Elena 
could wear, and some in sizes that I could wear, but there were quite a few. 


“Huh? There seem... to be more colors than what you have on the display?” 


I looked at the color of the clothes and looked around at the fabric that was on display 
in the store. Then I noticed that the clothes were more colorful. 


“Tm surprised you noticed, Customer.” 
“So I was correct?” 


For example, the blue cloth. Not only were there different shades of blue, but there 
was also a blackish blue, a greenish blue and a purplish blue. 


“It’s amazing. But why? Is it because there are so many different kinds of plants used 
for the dyes that their shades are different?” 
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“It’s thanks to the dungeon near the town.” 
“A dungeon?” 


“Yes, you can get all kinds of colorful dyes there. That’s why there are so many kinds 
of dyes in this town.” 


“Heehw~” 
”Ohh~ a dungeon!” 
You can get dyes from the dungeon, huh? And it’s near this town? 


Or rather, the children’s eyes started sparkling when they heard that there was a 
dungeon nearby. 


u» po 
. 


Oniichan 


“Yes, yes, Allen, Elena, I know you are interested, so let’s take a walk around the town 
and investigate.” 


Yeah! Investigate!” 


Looking at the kids, it seemed that they have already finalized their plans in the 
country. Well, I don’t mind~ 


“Anyhow, let’s pick some clothes first.” 

“’Okay~”” 

I told the children to leave the dungeon behind for the time being, and they started to 
choose their clothes honestly. Well, they were interested in the clothes of this country, 


too. 


There were three types of clothes: one that was a little longer than the waist, a jacket 
that was long enough to cover the knees, and a one-piece type for females. 


“Allen likes this one.” 


“Elena wants this.” 
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“Okay, they look nice.” 


I told them to choose a few outfits to wear while we were in this country, so they chose 
one after another. 


“Speaking of which, why is one sleeve so short?” 


“Fufu, It seems that right-handed people simply shortened it because it interfered 
with their work.’ 


“Eh!? That’s all to it!?” 
“Yes, that’s it. In the old days, both sleeves were long and fluttery.” 


That’s the reason why the shape of the sleeves is different? And it’s amazing that it’s 
stuck! 


“It’s strange, isn’t it~ When it gets cold, I always have to put on layers of clothes, but I 
don't feel comfortable unless they’re in this shape.” 


Oh, I see. Even if the clothes are made out of thick cloth, the right hand would be 
sleeveless or short-sleeved, so they'd have to wear layers! 


“Oh, I would like the kids to change, can I borrow your place?” 
“Of course you can. But, what about you?” 
“Oh, me? I think I would rather refrain myself.’ 


Nope! Oniichan is going to wear it, too!”” 


I was afraid that if I wore this attire, I would feel like I was cosplaying, so I tried 
avoiding it, letting only the children wear them, but I got caught... 


“What color~” 
“Would suit Oniichan~” 


The children were so happy that they started to choose my clothes as well. 
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“Make it a calm color, please.” 

“Got it~” 

I thought it would be useless to stop them, so I told them to at least avoid bright colors. 
“I like this one!” 

” 


“I think this one’s good too 


Allen chose a long dark blue one and Elena chose a short dark green one. Both shades 
were to my liking. 


“Oh~ these... should be fine?” 
“Then let’s change!” 

“Hurry up, hurry up~” 

Urged by the children, we hurried to get changed. 


“My, oh my, it suits you guys very well~” 


I wore a short jacket type, Allen wore a long, bright-green type, and Elena wore a dark 
red one-piece dress. 


“Allen, Elena, it looks good on you. 
“You look good too, Oniichan!”” 
“Really? Thank you.” 


It was warm today, so we wore short sleeves. 


“It’s warm today, so you shouldn't feel cold in the short sleeves, right?” 


«a I wy 
. 


Yeah, is fine 


“Shall we go to the next store?” 
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“Ah!” 


Just as we were about to leave the store after paying the bill, Elena suddenly shouted 
as if she had noticed something. 


“What’s wrong, Elena?” 

“Elena will change!” 

“Eh, why? Do you not like it?” 

Elena tried to take off her dress. 

“Elena will wear green too! I want green!” 
“Green?” 

“Oniichan and Allen are green!” 


“Ah, so that’s it.” 


I wonder if she felt left out because Allen and I were wearing green clothes, even 
though they were of different shades. 


“Although it had a strong blue tinge, there was a bluish-green one-piece, right?” 
“Ah, the color of Luca-chan’s eyes! I will wear that!” 


After hastily changing Elena’s dress, we left the store. 
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CHAPTER 324 
SIGHTSEEING 2 


“Found!” 

“Nana fruit!” 

Lets buy lots!” 

After leaving the tailor shop, we went to the next store, then the next store, and so on. 
When we found a grocery store, the kids looked like they were participating in a raid 
on Nana fruit (banana), urging me to buy them. 

I had never seen Nana fruit for sale outside of Bailey’s, so of course I would buy some. 
“Excuse me. I would like to buy Nana fruit, do you have any that are completely ripe?” 
“Sorry, the ripe ones were already sold today.” 

The skin of the Nana fruit is yellow when unripe, and turns red when fully ripe. The 
ones lined up in the store were somewhere in between, with orange skin. They ripen 
quickly, so if you want to buy them, the ones on sale may be just right, but I prefer 
them to be fully ripe so that I can store them in my Infinite Storage. 

“I will take some of this Nana fruit then.” 

“All of them, please!” 

I was told that although they were not fully ripe, the ones they had here would ripen 
if I left them for a couple of days, so I decided to buy them. Then, the kids declared to 
buy everything as if it was only natural. Well, I won't deny it, because it’s only about 
20 pieces, so it’s not a problem. 


“Young lad, are you really buying this much? Nana fruit are quick to rot.” 


“Yes, it’s fine, I will buy it all.” 
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“That so? I will pack you everything then.” 


Į paid for the fruits and was just about to pick them up when the children called out to 
me. 


u» wy 


Oniichan, Oniichan. 
“N? What is it?” 
“That!” 

“Never seen before!” 
“Oh, you are right.” 
What Allen and Elena found was a black object the size of a golf ball. 
“Are these black ones also fruit?” 


“Oh my? Could it be that you are from another country? I didn’t recognize you because 
of your clothes~ It’s a fruit that can be found in the dungeon near this town.” 


«a 


Dungeon!” 


“Yes, that’s right. It’s an advance-level dungeon, but the trees seem to grow in the 
lower levels, so there’s a steady supply of fruit.” 


Ohh~ the benefits of the dungeon are here, too! I see, the dungeon by this town is an 
advance-level one. This means that... itis the 94th dungeon, “Colors”. 


Actually, there are two dungeons near the city of Byld: an intermediate-level dungeon 
in the ocean north of the town, and an advanced-level dungeon southeast of the town. 
Since the intermediate-level dungeon seemed to be undiscovered, I assumed that was 
the advanced-level dungeon. 


However, the list of dungeons given to me by the Adventurer’s Guild might be wrong, 
so I was going to gather more information. | didn’t want to cause a fuss by going to 
another undiscovered dungeon. Well, it’s confirmed now. 


“Leychii fruit, huh~” 
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Why do I feel like I’ve heard of Leychii before? 

“Erm, I'd like a basket of this Leychii fruit as well, please.” 
“Sure, thank you for the business.” 

Anyhow, I bought some Leychii to try. 

“Next is~” 

“That store!” 


The children, happy to have purchased their favorite fruit and a new one, happily 
walked into an old store. 


“ Nniyu?”” 

“What is it, Allen, Elena?” 

This... what kind of store is this?” 

“N? Eh? Huh? There’s nothing?” 

As soon as they entered the store, Allen and Elena tilted their heads. 
The store they entered had shelves, but no merchandise at all. 
“Nota store?” 
“Ehh... I wonder?” 
I wonder~?”” 

I wonder if they had closed up? 

“Oh, how rare. It’s unusual for someone to come into this store.” 
“Hello, I’m sorry to bother you.” 


“Welcome.” 
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As I tilted my head with the children, an old man came out from the back with a 
surprised expression on his face. Since he welcomed us like that, it means that it is a 
store, right? 


“Excuse me. You mentioned that the people coming into the store is rare... What does 
that mean?” 


“Fufufu, well, this store is under a human repellent spell to keep people out.” 

“Eh, people repellent!?” 

“Yes. Normally, people would pass by this store without noticing it. But you guys came 
in. I’m sure you guys have a lot of magic power, so the spell to keep people out didn’t 
work.” 


It is true that I have a lot of magic power, and the children also have lots of it. 


“Erm... why are you using a spell to keep people out in the first place? It looks like a 
store, but there’s no merchandise on the shelves, too.” 


“Fufufu.” 


The old man began to tinker with something on the counter, this time with a happy 
expression. Suddenly, something appeared on the display shelf behind the counter. 


“Barrier!” 
“You recognize it well.” 


It seemed to be warded to make it look like nothing was there. 


So the thing that the old man was messing with was probably a magic tool that cast 
the barrier. 


“Amazing~!”” 
“So many.’ 


“What are those?” 
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“Those are magic tools.” 
“’Ohh~ magic tools~”” 


So this is a magic tool shop. 


It reminds me of Grandpa Sol’s magic tool shop in the royal capital of Guardia. That 
place also made the outside of the store look like a worn-out building~ 


“Similar to.” 
“Grandpa Sol’s!” 


Allen and Elena seemed to remember the same thing as I did and happily told the old 
man of this store. 


“Ohh! So you are acquaintances of Sol-dono!” 
“Huh? Do you know each other?” 


“We're both dealing with the same magic tools. We keep in touch with each other from 
time to time.” 


“Heeh~ I see.” 
So you guys get along as fellow magic tool dealers, huh. 


“Oh, let me tell you something. I don’t know how many magic tool stores you know, 
but mine and Sol-dono’s are unique.” 


That’s right. I’d be surprised if all the magic tool stores were so special that they were 
made to look like abandoned buildings and keep people out! Huh? We have never been 
to anormal magic tool store before... I think? 


No, I guess we have. When we were mining in the town of Kelm, we went into a magic 


tool store to buy a lantern or illumination magic tool for Allen and Elena! In the end, I 
couldn't find any good illumination magic tools, so I bought them lanterns. 
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“Do you have any illumination magic tools here?” 

“Yes, we do.” 

“If you have any, I will take two, please.” 

“Are they for the children, by any chance? If so, I have something easy to use.” 
“If possible.” 


“We've just had a new shipment of something that looked just right for them. Here it 
is. Try it out.” 


The items the old man took out looked like normal lanterns. 
“Oh, there’s a switch here.” 

“Yes, just try pushing it.” 

“Allen, Elena, give it a try.” 

“’ Okay~” 


When Allen and Elena pressed the switch, the center of the lantern, where the fire was 
supposed to burn, glowed faintly. 


It might look like a lantern, but it was really a magic tool. 
“It turned on~” 

“So bright!” 

“This is working great.” 

“Fufufu, right?” 


It’s a good shape for children to hold, because it’s hard to tell at a glance that it’s not a 
normal lantern, but a magic tool. 


“Well, I will take both of those, please. Also, let’s see~ Do you have any 
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recommendations or unusual items?” 
“My, my? Well then, l'Il have to introduce you to a special item.” 


I couldn't think of any magic tools that I wanted right now, so I took a chance and asked 
the old man, who smiled wryly. Apparently, he has something good on him. 


“Are you... an adventurer? If that’s the case... what do you think of this?” 

The old man took out a magic tool and explained to me that it was a small heating and 
cooling device. Because magic tools are expensive, air conditioning and heating tools 
are often installed in the homes of nobles, but they are not widely used in ordinary 
homes. Therefore, they are not even installed in inns. 

I have yet to experience an inn in the winter, but it was too hot in the summer! 

The other thing is that the portable house I had made for me was installed with plenty 
of magic tools, so it will be fine, but the hut wasn’t attached to it, so it could be used 
there as well. 


“I will buy it!” 


I decided to buy it right away, as it seemed to have a lot of opportunities to be used. 
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CHAPTER 325 
SIGHTSEEING 3 


After leaving the magic tool shop, we arrived at a sort of plaza where we bought some 
more kahee beans and such. 


“Let's take a break here.” 
Okay!” 

“Let’s eat!” 

“Leychii fruit.” 

“Sure. Let’s give it a try.” 


There was a bench in the plaza, so we decided to try some of the Leychii fruit we had 
just bought. 


“Oniichan, how do you.” 

“Eat this~?” 

I handed them each one Leychii, and they tilted their heads as they stared at the fruit. 
“You can peel the skin off with your fingers.” 

Like this~?”” 

“Yes, like that.” 

When I peeled off the black skin, a white fruit came into sight. 

“There seems to be a seed inside, so be careful. Also, pay attention to your sleeves.” 
”Okay~”” 
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The skin peeled off easily, but the fluttering left sleeve got in the way of my work. 

I was told that the right sleeve was shortened because it got in the way of the work... 
The left sleeve was also in the way. I’m not sure if this is because I’m not used to 
wearing it. 

“It’s delish~”” 

“Is this lychee?” 

“Lychee~?”” 

“No, it’s nothing. It’s yummy.” 


Yeah, yuammy!”” 


The Leychii fruit was actually lychee. No, to be accurate, it tasted similar to lychee... I 
think? 


After all, have never tasted lychee before. I have only tasted it in drinks and sweets. 
“Allen wants to make this into jelly!” 

“Elena wants to make ice cream with it!” 

“Also, Nana fruit cake!” 

“Nana fruit choco would be nice too!” 

“Those sound all great. Still, you two are such foodies, aren't you~” 

“Yeah! Foodies!” 

“nOu” 

I didn’t mean to... ridicule them, but I tried poking fun a little, however, the two puffed 
out their chests proudly. It seems that bieng “foodies” is something to be proud of for 


the two. 


“Well, if I had to say, I’m a foodie as well.” 
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Like us!”” 
“Haha, yeah. We are the same.” 
“Yeah! That’s nice!”” 


As with clothes, matching things together seems to be a popular trend among the 
twins. 


“Well, are you rested enough?” 


u» wy 


Yeah! Oniichan, Oniichan. 
“N?” 

“Let’s go see.” 

“Leychii fruit!” 

Nee 

The children liked the Leychii fruit and wanted more, but I was a little worried. 


a vy 
No~? 


“It’s not like we can’t buy more, but you guys heard that they are from the dungeon, 
right~ You want to go there, no?” 


“Want! wy 


If we went to dungeon, I’m sure we could harvest it there. In fact, I’m pretty sure we 
will find it. So, if I buy it now, I fear that we will be overstocked. Oh, but since Leychii 
fruit doesn’t seem to be widely available, we can bring more back as souvenirs? 


“Let's buy more if we don't find it in the dungeon.” 
Yeah” 


I’m planning to take a ship from this port when we go back to Guardia, so we will be 
able to buy Leychii whenever I want. 
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“Well... ah, right. Should we stop by the temple first?” 


un wy 


Yeah, okay. Let’s go. 
POS? 


We quickly came to the temple, after asking people for directions. 
(Syl~) 
(Oh, Takumi-san, welcome.) 


As usual, I asked the children to sit on the chairs and wait, and I called out to Syl in 
front of the stone statue. 


(Are you doing well?) 


(Yes, I am! I’m glad you and the children seem to be doing good as well. How is the 
new country?) 


(Ah, yes, it’s fun. And so, you seem to be observing us as usual?) 


(Eh? No, well! It’s not like I’m watching all the time, okay! Just occasionally, 
occasionally!) 


Since he knows our situation, plus the more he panics, the more he sounds like he’s 
making excuses. And the more he panics, the more | suspect that he’s a stalker. Well, I 
have already given up, though. 


(Well, let’s put that aside.) 

(You are putting it aside!?) 

(Hey, Syl. Do you want to eat a pound cake?) 

(I do!) 

It’s not that I have any particular business with Syl, since I came here only with my 


somewhat habitual behavior of “going to the temple when I come to a new town’, so | 
just casually brought up the topic of sweets that I hadn’t given to Syl yet. Then, Syl 
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replied in a voice that was clearly filled with joy. 
(Rather than that, are you putting that topic aside!?) 
(Yeah, I am. I’m going to send it to you la... n?) 
Huh? 


As soon as I opened the window screen to send the pound cake to Syl, I noticed a 
change on the screen. 


(...Syl, the number of magic circles increased, you know?) 


There were three more magic circles on the screen, in addition to the magic circle for 
Syl’s teleport. 


Until now, there was one magic circle that filled the screen, but now the screen was 
divided into four sections, and four magic circles were displayed there! 


.. They seemed to be almost the same magic circles, but some parts, like the letters, 
were different? 


(Erm, erm... I’m sorry.) 


(No, why are you apologizing? Aren't all of these teleport magic circles? Where's the 
destinations?) 


(Erm... uhm, you see...) 

(Yeah, so where?) 

(...Marianora-sama, Salamanteel, and Nomoodle.) 

(...Hah?) 

I was quietly surprised by Syl’s words, which he finally confessed after I pressed him. 
No, but they were magic circles that Syl gave me, so they couldn’t have a normal 


destination, right? 
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Moreover, as soon as Syl confessed the destinations, something like a label got 
displayed under the magic circle. It was the names of the gods. 


I somehow selected the magic circle addressed to Syl, and the magic circle filled the 
screen as before. When I pressed return, it was a quad screen again. 


(And so, what is it? What should I do?) 
(You can pay it no attentions if you want!) 
(Eh!?) 


(That’s your way of contacting Marianora-sama and the others, so if you don’t have 
anything to talk to them about, you need not worry about it!) 


(...Ehh~) 

It’s for my use when I have business with the three gods - Marianora-sama, the 
Creator God; Salamanteel, the Fire God; and Nomoodle, the Earth God——What’s for, 
though? I don’t have any plans to have business with them... 

I’m not sure if it’s really a good idea to not worry about it! 


(Is that... really all right?) 


(Yes! Even if you have anything going on, you can just contact me! Rather, please 
contact me. Therefore, you can just treat it as if it’s not there!) 


„So why were these magic circles sent to me then? I don’t get it. 


(Erm... I don’t get it, but you are saying that I should just continue as I have been doing 
until now?) 


(Yes, exactly!) 
No good. I shouldn't think too deeply about this. 
That being the case, I think I will do just as Syl said! 


(Well then, I’m sending it.) 
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(Yes, thank you very much.——Ah, it came! Whoah~ it looks so yammy~) 
Once again, I sent the pound cake to Syl’s place, and it seemed to have arrived safely. 


Syl asked me what kind of pound cake it was, so I answered him, and we chatted for a 
while longer, then we left the temple and returned to the inn. 
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CHAPTER 326 
DUNGEON OF COLORS 


After two days of walking around the town of Byld, we decided to head for the 
dungeon. 


“Oniichan, are we going this way~?” 
“Oniichan, boat is that way, you know?” 
“We have to finish our business before we go to the dungeon.” 


Before we go to the dungeon, I’m going to see Evan-san and Scott-san off to the Rubia 
and book a ship for the return trip. 


“Business~?”” 
“Yeah. We have to secure a ship for the way back.” 


“Going back~?”” 


“We will be returning before the winter because of Wald-sama’s wedding. We will have 
to find a ship that can get us there on time.” 


We need to make sure that we don’t make a blunder and fail to attend. 

“Wedding!” 

“We have to go!” 

“That's right. I will tell you this in advance. I promised you before that we can take our 
time in the next advanced-level dungeon, but let’s make it a different dungeon. This 


time, we must return on the ship we book no matter what.” 


Okay, got it.” 
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After seeing the two off and booking the ship, we headed for the dungeon. 


The 94th Dungeon, “Colors,” is an advanced-level dungeon with fifty levels, located 
very close to the town of Byld, and can be reached in about thirty minutes on foot. 


“We arrived~!”” 
“It really is close to the town, isn’t it~” 


“’Close~ [en 


Perhaps it was because we were so close to the town, but we could see a few people 
heading for the dungeon just like us. 


I’m sure the higher level dungeons are difficult to get to even at the lower levels 
without a certain level of skill. I wonder if there are many strong adventurers in Byld, 
or if the lower levels of the Dungeon of Colors aren't that difficult. 

“Let's go in.” 

“Quickly.” 

“Yes, yes, I know.’ 


The entrance to the dungeon here was in ruins that resembled a building. 


As we approached the entrance, a group of people who looked like adventurers looked 
at us twice as if they were wondering what we were doing. 


It’s not that there aren't ordinary people who come to visit the dungeon, but in their 
case, they have a lot of guards with them, so I guess they are surprised that there aren't 
any with us. 


“Ohh n” 
“.-Whoah~” 


As we passed through the first hall and entered the first level, the kids and I couldn't 
help but shout in surprise. The first level looked like a forest, but to our surprise, the 
colors were very strange. 
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“Red and blue~” 

“White and black~” 

“Look, there’s yellow, too~” 

“There’s green as well~” 

“Yeah, there are all kinds of colors here~ As expected of the Dungeon of Colors.” 


The trunks and branches were whitish but still normal-looking, but the leaves were 
full of striking colors. 


“Amazing~”” 


“Yeah, it really is.” 


I heard that you can get all kinds of dyes in this dungeon, I wonder if these plants can 
be used for dyes? 


“No, I guess not.” 


I checked the nearby plants with Appraisal just to be sure, but there was nothing that 
I could use. 


“Ah!” 
“What is it?” 
“Monster.” 
“Is here~” 


“Eh, where?” 


u» wy 


Over there~ 
“Eh?” 


It seems that Allen and Elena have found a monster, but I have no idea where it is. 
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When I used Detection skill, I realized that it was certainly somewhere nearby, but... I 
couldn't find it with sight. 


“Same color.” 
“As the leaves~” 
“Ah, there it is!” 


What I found after the twins’ hint was a Hiding Chameleon. The chameleon blended 
in perfectly with the yellow leaves. 


Chameleons are originally creatures that blend into the background, but the Hiding 
Chameleon was a monster that specializes in concealment. 


“Allen, Elena, can you hit it with your magic?” 
“ Can~!——Water Ball!” 


I told the children, who had a firm grasp of the monster’s position, to defeat it, and 
they immediately released Water Ball. 


Then, loot fell down from the tree, and the children immediately went to pick it up. 
What's this?” 

“Ah, that’s a dye.” 

Die?” 

“Dye. A material for dyeing cloth. You can use it to make yellow cloth.” 

”Ohh~”” 

The drop was a bottle with a slushy liquid in it, which was yellow dye. 

If defeating a Hiding Chameleon assimilated to yellow gave you yellow dye, does that 


mean that defeating a Hiding Chameleon assimilated to... any other color will give you 
dye of that color? 
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“Oniichan.” 

“There’s another~” 
“Really? What color?” 
“It’s blue~” 

“Can defeat?” 

“Go ahead.” 
“’Okay~”” 


The children soon found a blue assimilated Hiding Chameleon, which they defeated, 
and we were able to get the blue dye. My hypothesis seemed to be correct. 


“I see, this means we can get dyes of all colors.” 


If the Hiding Chameleons can assimilate all hues and shades of colors, then I guess we 
really can get a wide variety of dyes. However... —— 


“This dungeon is going to be hard on eyes~” 


The color scheme of the forest alone was tiring on the eyes, but if we have to stare at 
it to find the monsters... the strain on the eyes will be considerable. 


“So the reason why there were so many eye medicines at the drug store in Byld was 
because there was a high demand for them, huh~” 


When we entered the drug store during our sightseeing tour of the town, I had noticed 
that there were many medicines related to eyes. But I didn’t buy it because I didn’t 


think we needed it~ 


...No, well, in our case, it should also mean that there won't be anything wrong with 
us! 


“Allen, Elena, if your eyes get tired, tell me right away.” 


“’Oka~y.”” 
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“Well then, let’s get going.” 
Yeah” 


As we proceeded deeper into the forest, we found a few more Hiding Chameleons, 
which the children quickly took care of each time. 


u» wy 


Oniichan. 
“What is it? Are you tired?” 
“Is fine!” 

“Not tired!” 

“Joule and others.” 

“Can't call them yet?” 


As we move deeper into the forest and there was less and less sign of people, the kids 
started asking for Joule and the others. 


On the first level, only the Hiding Chameleons has appeared so far. They were D- 
ranked monsters, which is not that strong, so even in the advanced dungeon like this, 
there should be a few adventurers in sight here and there, but... —— 

“Why not?” 

I’m not comfortable walking around with them in the town, but I don’t really care 
about being seen by adventurers in forests and dungeons anymore. The adventurers 
in Rubia know quite a bit about us already, anyway. 

That’s why I called Joule and the others. 

(Uoh! What is this place!?) 


(These are incredible colors~ n~ is this a dungeon?) 


(Oh, if this is a dungeon, then these colors makes sense.) 
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(Dungeon! Yay~!) 
(I see!) 


When Joule and the others who I had summoned saw the surrounding scenery, they 
were surprised but quickly accepted it. You guys are very adaptable, aren’t you? 


“As you expected, this place is a dungeon. An advance-level dungeon.” 
(Ohh! Are you looking for a Magic Ring then!?) 


“No, we have a limited time, so it’s not a serious dive. Well, we can look for it if it’s 
within the deadline, but I don’t think there’s much hope at the lower levels~” 


(Is that so? Well, it doesn’t change the fact that we’re going to have fun as we go~) 
“Well, yeah.” 


At any rate, we will be looking for a way to go to the lower levels while looking for 
materials and such. So, we might as well look for treasures. 


“Oh, this is still the first floor, and there might be people here and there, so don’t get 
too far away from us, okay? It would be really troublesome if a battle broke because 
people mistook you for the dungeon’s monsters.” 


(((((Okay.))))) 


After giving a crisp reply, everyone immediately began to walk while playing with the 
children. 
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CHAPTER 327 
COLLECTING 


(Alright! Let’s see who can find and defeat the most Hiding Chameleons!) 


((((Ohh~))))"” 


Joule and the others were just as surprised as I was to see the Hiding Chameleons’s 
assimilation, but they quickly changed their minds and came up with a game. 


“There!” 
“Over there too!” 


The kids killed the Hiding Chameleons one after another and brought me the dyes they 
dropped. I was in charge of collecting and counting the dyes. 


(Here, Oniichan, please take care of this, too.) 
(Niisama, please take mine as well.) 

(Aniue, me as well.) 

(Niichan, this is mine!) 

(I also defeated some!) 


It seems that the rule was not to disappear from the area where they could see me, so 
with me at the center, the children advanced little by little. 


Tts Leychii fruit!” 
“Oh, it indeed is. This one was difficult to spot, you did a good job finding it.” 


We quickly found Leychii fruit on the first floor. 
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If you didn’t know about it, you might miss it, because the black fruit grows in sucha 
way as to blend in with the black leaves. However, if you are in the known, it might be 
easier to find if you just look for trees with black leaves. 


“Hey~ take a break from the game for a moment! We are collecting Leychii fruit, so 
help us out~” 


(Leychii fruit? Oniichan, what’s that, I never heard of it.) 
“It’s these black things.” 
(Oh my, really. There are fruits.) 


When I called Joule and the others, they immediately gathered around, and they all 
looked closely at the Leychii fruit mixed among the black leaves. 


“Feat, Bolt, and Mile. Can you climb up at the top and drop the fruit down?” 
(Yes, leave it to us.) 
(Right away!) 


(Got it!) 


u» pee 
. 


Let’s pick lots~ 
(Yeah, let’s get picking. Vector, you too.) 
(I know~) 


The remaining members of the group picked up the Leychii fruit that the three 
dropped, and in no time we had a basket full of them. 


“There’s quite a lot for a single tree~” 


(Yes~ But there are still some trees that have fruits growing on them. Niisama, we are 
not done yet, are we?) 


“Why don’t you try the Leychii fruit to hydrate yourselves first? The three of us ate it 
before, but you guys have not, right?” 
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(Niichan, I wanna eat!) 
“——Whoah!” 


When I stopped Feat from going to pick more Leychii fruit from other trees and 
suggested tasting them, Vector jumped at me with his tail wagging. 


I was caught off guard and lost my balance, scattering the Leychii fruit in the basket I 
was Carrying. 


..It was impossible for me to support Vector even when he was in his small form. 
“(((C--Ah~))))” 

The dumbfounded voices of everyone except Vector echoed. 

“S, sorry.” 

(Its not your fault, Oniichan.) 

(There’s no need for you to apologize, Niisama. This was all Vector’s doing.) 
(Aniue, are you hurt?) 

(No need to apologize, Takumi Nii! It’s Vector’s fault!) 

I immediately apologized, but Joule and the others each give me kind words. 
“Vector! You cannot do that!” 
“Vector! Bad boy!” 

“Bad!” 


(...Garu~n.) 


As Allen and Elena stood in imposing poses with their eyes lifted, lecturing Vector, I 
decided to collect the scattered Leychii fruit in the meanwhile. 


“Thank you, Allen, Elena. That’s enough.” 
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Vector was dejected and even had tears dropping from his eyes, so I decided to stop 
the kids. 


Enough?” 


“Yes, he did not intend this to happen in the first place, and he seems to be reflecting 
on it.” 


(...Niichan, I’m sorry~) 

“I know. But, Vector, you are big and have a lot of strength, so you really need to be 
more careful. Since you can make me fall over, it means you would crush Allen and 
Elena.’ 

(Okay, I will pay a lot of attention.) 

Despite all of this, we harvested a lot of Leychii fruit. 

(Well, let’s resume the game!) 


“O y” 
. 


And so we continued on our way through the forest, playing another game of Hiding 
Chameleon hunting. 


“’There~!”” 
Then Allen and Elena shouted, pointing. 


When I looked in the direction they were pointing, I saw a cave and a staircase in it. 
Apparently, they had found a way to the lower level. 


“Yeah, it’s a teleport circle. I’m sure of it.” 
In the middle of the stairs, there was a small hall with a transition device in it. 
Sometimes, the stairs lead to dead ends, but this path was definitely the way down. 


It is said that it takes several days to conquer a single level of the advanced dungeon 
because each level is so large, but for us, it took just under a day. I’m sure we’re going 
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at a pretty fast pace. 
“I guess we will take a long break here today.” 


“(((((Okay~)))))" 


The room with the transition device was a safe zone, so it’s much more relaxing than 
sleeping in the forest. Luckily, there didn’t seem to be anyone else here right now 
either. 


“However... it’s all dyes, huh~” 
After I finished eating, I checked the loot we had gotten today. 


Almost, or rather, all of them were dyes... moreover, most of the dyes were in six colors: 
red, blue, yellow, green, black, and white. 


(That’s right, Oniichan! Who won?) 
“Let's see... the winner is Bolt.” 
(I did my best!) 


The first place was Bolt, the second place was Feat, and the third was Allen and Elena 
with a tie. 


Bolt was flying around quickly, so he must have been able to gain a lot of numbers that 
way. Feat used her wind magic well to carry all the drops in one place, which was more 
efficient than the children who carried them to me one by one. 


And the fact that Allen and Elena, who were working separately, got the same number 
of loot was just as impressive. 


Oe 


u» yr? 
. 


Pure white 
(Ohh~ amazing~) 


The next day, when we entered the second level, we found ourselves in a forest that 
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was So white it was almost stunning. 


It wasn’t white because of snow. The soil was brown, the sky was blue, but the tree 
trunks, branches, and leaves were all white. 


“Huh? It is white, but also a bit grayish.” 


(CEL wy 


True~ 


Upon closer inspection, it seemed that it was not only pure white, but there was also 
a grayish white and a beige-like white mixed in. 


(Oh, there is Hiding Chameleon there~!) 


There seemed to be Hiding Chameleons on this level as well, and Vector, who found it, 
charged at it right away. 


And when he easily defeated it, he came back with a loot in its mouth. 

(Here, Niichan, it’s the same thing as yesterday! ) 

“Thank you.” 

It seems that dye is what you can get from the Hiding Chameleon on this level as well. 
“Oh, but isn’t the color slightly different?” 


It was easier to see after I compared the dye Vector had given me with the white dye I 
had gotten on the first level. 


As I was comparing the colors, Allen, Elena and Joule came up to me and stared at the 
bottle. 


A bit different~”” 
(Indeed. Oniichan, will things be of this color when you dye them with this?) 


“Probably. I don’t know if it will be exactly the same since they are both white, or if it 
will be slightly different from this white, because I have never used it before, but I 
think the shade should be of this color.” 
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(Niisama, in any case, if we can get a rare and nicely colored dye, wouldn't it make a 
good souvenir for the Ruven family?) 


“’Ohh ee 


“You are right. It would make a good gift for Rebecca-san and Almeria-san, but also for 
Wald-sama’s bride.” 


I found Feat suggestion to be very good. Certainly, it would be a great souvenir for the 
ladies. 


Also, since our next stop is the royal capital of Guardia, it might be a good idea to 
prepare a souvenir... a gift to present(?) for the royal family. For Queen Grace and 
Crown Princess Aurora. If it’s a color that’s commonly available, it won’t make a good 
souvenir, so it should be something that’s not widely available. But it has to be a good 
color, though. 

“That being the case, we should get something from the lower levels.” 

The lower down the dungeon you go, the rarer stuff you find, that’s for sure. 

Well, I don’t know if we can get dyes at every floor, though. 

“Well, let’s just go as far as we can.” 


“Will do my best!” 


Although we had originally planned to go as far as we could, Allen and Elena’s 
motivation was even more pervasive. 
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CHAPTER 328 
SOUVENIR GATHERING 


(No meat is turning uuup~) 


As we progressed through the forest, monsters other than the Hiding Chameleon 
began to appear, but none of the loot was edible, much to Vector’s dismay. 


“Maybe that is the kind of the dungeon we are in.” 
(Ehh~ why no meat~) 


“It’s not certain yet whether there won't be any, but there doesn’t seem to be much 
hope on this floor.” 


(That can’t be~) 


In addition to the dyes, the loot from this level consisted of colorful wax and colorful 
glass beads. 


(Meat for a souvenir would be good!) 


“Well, I do think that they would be happy to receive a good piece of meat as a Souvenir, 
but...” 


(Right!) 

“Tm sure they would be happy with something else, too.” 
“Yeah, Obaasama would love anything.” 

“Yeah, Obaasama would be happy just listening to our stories.” 
(I know!) 


Rebecca-san, of course, and all of our close friends would be happy with whatever 
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souvenirs we get them. In fact, they would be happy just hearing about our journey. 
I think Vector knows that, but regardless, he just wants the meat. 

“Its almost lunchtime, so why don’t we have a hearty meat dish?” 

“’((Wanna eat!))”” 

Allen, Elena, Joule, and Vector swiftly reacted to my words. 

“Then, let’s look for a place to res——” 
“That way, I think?” 

“Yes, let’s go that way.’ 

(Allen and Elena say to go that way.) 
(ALright, let’s go! Let’s go right now!) 


The two children and two animals started to move before I could say anything about 
finding a place to rest, and they ran off. 


“They are gone, huh~” 

(My, oh my, those kids~) 
(They ran off, huh~) 
(Geez~) 

“Anyhow, let’s go after them.” 


(((Okay.))) 


I wanted to chase after the kids who went ahead of us with Feat, Bolt and Mile, but 
Allen and Elena came back. 


“What’s wrong?” 
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“We shouldn't have gone.” 


“Out of Oniichan’s sight.” 


ay I wy 
. 


So we returned 
Allen and Elena seemed to have remembered my words and came back in a hurry. 
“You two are good at keeping your promises, aren't you~” 

“"Ehehe~”” 

While Allen and Elena returned, Joule and Vector did not, so when we met up with 
them, they were lectured by Feat and Mile, and almost had their food reduced, but they 
managed to avoid that. 

Then, after lunch, we were able to get a few more white dyes on the second floor, but 


none of the meat that Vector was craving as we looked for the third floor, which we 
eventually found. 


OO? 


We have been steadily conquering one floor a day, and today we were about to face 
the fifth floor. 


By the way, the third floor was the red forest, where we got a lot of red dye. The fourth 
floor was a blue forest, and we got a lot of blue dye. 


“Everyone, are your eyes okay~?” 

“Okay!” 

It’s a dungeon that’s hard on the eyes anyway, so I was considering leaving early, but... 
no one has said that their eyes hurt. I, too, feel a little flickering here and there, but 
after a short break, I don’t feel any discomfort at all. 


(I wonder what color the forest will be next~) 


(Indeed~ I’m thinking black?) 
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(I think it will be yellow.) 
(It doesn’t matter what color! I want meat to be there!) 
(Vector, being overly persistent is bad!) 


Rather, once we got to this point, we started wondering what the next floor would be 
like, and we were all making predictions as we went along. 


“(((((Ohh~)))))"" 

“Oh, it feels kind of normal this time?” 

The fifth floor was a green forest. 

“I wonder if this floor will be easy to conquer?” 

(I wonder, too. Let’s move out quickly~) 

It’s not normal for the trunks and branches of trees to be green, but it’s not like there 
aren't forests where the trunks are covered in moss and the whole thing looks green, 
so I didn’t feel that strange. 

(Takumi Nii~ Look!) 

“N? Mile?” 

“Vanished?” 


As I was walking through the forest, I was unexpectedly called by Mile. But when I 
tried to look for her, I couldn't find her. 


Ah! There! That place!” 
“N~... Ah, you are right.” 
Mile was blending in with a green tree of a similar color to her own. 


(I’m a Hiding Chameleon now!) 
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“’Ohh~ amaz~”” 

“Yep, that’s awesome. I couldn't tell fora moment where you were.” 
When the kids and I praised her, Mile puffed out her chest happily. 

(Wah! I should have done this too in the white forest!) 

(Oh! I could have done it in the red forest, too!) 

Joule and Vector were frustrated by Mile’s actions. Is it because I praised her? 
(I have a pattern so it wouldn't be possible for me.) 

(I think it would be difficult for me too even if we were in a yellow forest.) 
Feat and Bolt were a bit frustrated. 

(Yay! I think I can do this in a normal forest as well!) 

“For covert action? That would be certainly possible for you, Mile.” 

As Mile said, even in a normal forest, she would be able to blend in. 


Then, seeing the exchange between me and Mile, the other four animals looked even 
more frustrated. 


“Why do you look so frustrated?” 

(But~ If I was able to do that, I would become even more useful to you, Oniichan~) 
(Indeed~ Being able to help from the shadows is a good thing.) 

(Yeah. It’s delightful to have more means of helping.) 

(I wanna be able to do many things!) 

Rather than wanting to imitate the Hiding Chameleon, they seemed to envy the fact 


that she was able to increase her usefulness. 
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“Don't look so frustrated, Mile is the best at covert actions. On the other hand, Joule 
and Vector are useful for brute force and defense, while Feat and Bolt are useful for 
mobility and agility, right?” 


(That’s true, but~) 


I told them that they didn’t have to worry about it because each of them had their own 
unique strengths, but they didn’t seem too convinced. 


“Well, it’s good to have more tricks up your sleeves, so let’s see if we can come up with 
some more tricks together.” 


“(((((veah!)))))” 


I recalled making a few types of weapons for myself, so it’s not like I don’t know what 
Joule and the others were thinking. The more tricks you have up your sleeves, the 
better, of course. 


And so, since we are in a dungeon, I suggested that we practice some small skills, not 


necessarily a training, though. Not only Joule and the other three animals, but also 
Allen, Elena and Mile responded cheerfully. 
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CHAPTER 329 
SPECIAL TRAINING? 


(Oniichan, is this the so-called special training?) 
“’Special~ p” 
(Fufu, that sounds amusing. Niisama, what should we focus on?) 


Everyone was in high spirits. 


“Let’s see~ although it’s important to hone one’s skills, how about we develop our 
coordination skills a bit more?” 


“ Coordination skills?”” 


“Moves that we can do together. Although you twins do this naturally~” 


(It’s true that Allen and Elena make use of team attacks without even thinking about 
it~) 

Allen and Elena were unconsciously working together, but it’s only between the two 
of them. If either Allen or Elena were to coordinate with Joule... It’s not going to work 


well... it’s not, right? 


It’s possible that their intuition will kick in, and it will work, but... it’s not a bad idea 
to practice. 


“For example, how about... Joule shoots a lump of ice and Feat envelops it in wind 
magic and that hits the opponent?” 


(Sounds amusing!) 


(I see~ with wind propelling a solid object, its lethality will increase. In that case, it 
would be better to use stones and rubble instead.) 
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(I can help with that!) 

(Niichan, what about me? What can I do?) 
(I also want to do it!) 

“What about Allen~?” 

“And Elena~?” 


When I mentioned Joule and Feat’s coordination skills as an example, the other kids 
asked what skills they could do. 


“Erm... —— 


Everyone looked at me expectantly, but it was impossible to come up with so many 
things so easily. 


“L, let’s see~... how about Allen and Elena making a rain and shooting lightning into 
it?” 


“((((Ohh~))))"" 


Huh? Wouldn't the power of this coordination be too strong if successful? Yeah, I’m 
starting to feel like we shouldn't be using it at all! 


“Everyone, the attack I have described just now is too dangerous, so pretend I didn’t 
say anything! Forget it 


» 
! 


“((((CEbh~)))))"" 


All at once, the voices of discontent arose. 
(Oniichan, why~?) 


“It’s too powerful, and it’s going to cause damage to the surroundings. If done poorly, 
we could be in danger, too.” 


(Niichan, won't we know if we try it first, though?) 
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(Aniue, wouldn't it be fine if we aim somewhere far away?) 


“Even if the damage caused by magic was fine, in a place like this where the trees are 
densely packed, it would be dangerous if the trees were to fall from unexpected 
directions, right?” 


(That’s certainly true~ a wider place would be better to use this.) 


(That’s right! Let’s search for a wider place!) 


«a 


Let’s go~!” 


(((((Ohh~!))))) 


All in unison. The kids started looking for a big place, but unfortunately, all they found 
were trees. 


Well, there were a lot of Hiding Chameleons, so we got all kinds of green dye. 


(CEL 


Oh~! It’s a boss room~!”” 


Unable to find a wider area, Allen and Elena found a door that looked like the boss’s 
room. 


un n»n» 


Oniichan, let’s go in~ 
“Yeah, sure.” 

When we entered the boss room, we found a normal forest at the back of the room. 
Well, the only thing normal about it was the color of the brown trunks and branches 


and the green leaves, but the place was built like a dome, so it wasn’t completely 
normal~ 


N my Ue, 
“Allen, Elena, what is it?” 


un 


Its moving~?”” 
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“You are right. That is a Treant... ——hey, all are of these Treants!?” 


It looked like just a forest, but the trees were monsters. And not just a few of the trees 
in the forest, but all of them seemed to be Treants. 


(So many~) 

(Yeah, I wonder how many there are?) 

(Do you think there’s more than twenty?) 
(It's aswarm~) 

(There’s going to be more! Let’s defeat them!) 


Treants are D-rank and aren't that strong as other monsters that appear in advanced- 
level dungeons, but there are so many of them! 


(Hey, hey. Wouldn't it be fine to test that coordination skill here?) 
“Ah~...” 
Vector was staring at me with sparkling eyes. 


The Treants were clustered on the far side of the dome, so we could certainly make all 
the powerful attacks we want now. 


Well, Treant’s movement are slow, but they are coming towards us little by little, so it 
would be better to decide quickly! 


“Tm guessing small lumps of ice, stone rubble, and lightning don’t mix well with 
Treants.” 


(Ehh~) 
“That being the case, we should use normal attacks here!——Wind Cutter.” 
“Ah! Oniichan, that’s not fair! ——Water Ball.” 


As soon as I unleashed my magic, everyone else started unleashing theirs one after 
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another. 

“Allen, Elena, Water Ball is not effective, so change the type of magic.” 
Which one~?”” 

“Well, I will show you——Water Cutter.” 

“ Ohh~!”” 

My blade of water sliced a Treant in half. 


“Cutting spells are more effective against Treant than hitting them with things like 
Water Ball.” 


un wy 


Will give it a try!——Water Cutter. 


As soon as Allen and Elena changed the magic they used, they cut a Treant in half. 


un 2», 
. 


Success 


“As expected. Listen to me, okay? It’s important to judge the type of magic to use 
depending on the type of enemy.’ 


Okay, understand—!”” 
“Well, let’s keep going then.” 


a nn 
Yes~ 


I had already defeated most of them, so we finished the rest in no time. 
So many trees~!”” 
“Indeed~” 


The loot was wood, logs, and other lumber. And that was from the Treants. 


Treants’ wood is inferior to Gaya’s wood, but it contains magic power, so it will be 
more heat-resistant than ordinary wood. Well, I guess it’s a good stuff. 
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But it’s a hard trophy for an ordinary adventurer to take home, since it’s quite massive 
and heavy. Ah, but a high percentage of adventurers who challenge advanced-level 
dungeons have magic bags, so I guess it’s okay? My Infinite Storage is really 
convenient~ 

“Come on, let’s go to the teleporter and take a break.” 


After picking up all the loot, we moved to the back hall. 


“What do you want for meal?” 


«a wy 


Let’s see, let’s see. 
(I want meat! I also want a nice piece of Orc meat!) 
(I want snake meat or bear meat.) 

(Oh my, I think fish would be nice, too.) 

(I'd like shellfish.) 

(I want something with lots of vegetables!) 


Allen and Elena were still struggling, but Joule and the others were making their 
requests one after another. 


“That's brilliantly all over the place~ So, what did Allen and Elena come up with?” 
“ Onigiri~!”” 
“Oh, Onigiri? Are you sure you are fine with Onigiri?” 


“Yeah | yy 


When it came to Allen and Elena’s request, it wasn’t even a main dish. No, but it was a 
standard meal on the move? 


“Okay, it’s barbecue then. Let’s grill whatever you like on the hot plate and eat as much 
as we want.” 


traitorAIZEN 98 | 191 


“(((((Ohh~)))))"" 


If their requests are so beautifully all over the place, a barbecue is the easiest way to 
go. All you have to do is prepare the various ingredients and grill them. 


So, as soon as we moved over, we started the barbecue party. Meats such as Orc, Bloody 
Bear, and Black Viper; seafood such as salmon, scallops, and shrimp; and vegetables 
such as spring onions, Ishiuri (pumpkin-like vegetable), and eggplant. We also had 
grilled Onigiri coated in soy sauce, fulfilling everyone’s requests and enjoying the 
barbecue. 
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CHAPTER 330 
ENCOUNTER 


“NN hoal””” 
“What!? What happened!?—-—Owah!” 
“Why are you shouting... ——Eh!?” 


While we were taking a break after lunch, a group of five adventurers came from the 
boss room on the 5th floor and screamed when they saw us. 


The adventurers must have been quite surprised to see us, because Vector was easy 
to recognize even in his small form, and Joule and Feat had returned to their original 
forms. 


“They are my contracted familiars, so there’s no danger.’ 


The adventurers were surprised, but they were still holding their weapons, so I 
quickly explained, so they wouldn't make a mistake. 


They are not scary, you know~?”” 
“Children!?” 


“This is a dungeon, ya know!?” 


When Allen and Elena called out, the adventurers’ minds shifted to the fact that there 
were children in the dungeon. 


“Allen can fightmon!” 
“Elena can fight too, you know~?” 


Allen and Elena walked up to the adventurers and spoke to them. 


traitorAIZEN 100 | 191 


The two showed no vigilance towards them, so they——the adventurers, who were 
men in their twenties to early thirties, likely were of good character. 


“You did not tag along, but came here to fight?” 


«a wy 


That’s right, defeated lots already~ 


“Really? The floors up to here are relatively easy, but this is still an advanced-level 
dungeon, ya know?” 


Won't tell a liemon!”” 


They also let their guards down and started talking normally with the children. Your 
adaptability is incredibly good~ 


I couldn't keep up with what was going on, so I was just watching, when two of the five 
approached me. 


“Tm sorry for startling you.” 


“No, no need to apologize, we just got surprised on our own. But still, it’s amazing. 
Scarlet King Leo, Fenrir, Celestial Tiger, and Thunderhawk all in one place.” 


(I’m here too!) 


Unfortunately, he didn’t see Mile, so hers was the only name that didn’t come up, and 
Mile got angry and stomped her foot down on angrily the ground. 


“Mile, you don’t need to be this angry.” 
“Oh my, a Forest Rat is here too, I see. N? Is it angry?” 


I picked Mile up and stroked her head to quiet her down, and the man who had been 
talking to me noticed Mile as well. 


“Haha, she was the only one you didn’t call out, so she felt left out.” 
“Is that so? I apologize for that.” 


He apologized to Mile. He was so polite that it was hard to believe that he was an 
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adventurer, and he seemed sincere, too. In addition, he had the appearances of a 
beautiful woman. Well, he was not androgynous per se, he was definitely a man who 
was as beautiful as a woman. 


“Nice too meet you, I am Takumi.” 
“I’m Brian. The leader of Dawn Star.” 
“Rovel. More or less, a sub-leader.” 


The beauty——Brian-san was holding a thin sword, so I guess he was a swordsman. 
Rovel-san, who seemed to be the oldest, was wearing a robe, so I guess he was the 
magician of the group. 


» 
! 


“Lemme in, lemme in? Are you introducing yourselves? I’m Kurt! Best regards 
“Tm Timon.” 
“And I am Hughbert. You can call me Hugh.” 


Noticing that we were introducing ourselves, the other three, Allen and Elena, came 
over to us. 


Kurt-san was the one who was sociable from the start and answered Allen and Elena 
when they spoke to him. He also had a sword, so he was also probably a swordsman. 
Timon-san was the youngest of the five, I think. But he was still probably older than 
me, though. His weapon of choice was bow. Hughbert-san was of an excellent stature 
and seemed to use a Spear. 


“Yes, I am Allen!” 
“Yes, I am Elena!” 
“Also, Joule, and Feat!” 


“Bolt, Vector, and Mile!” 


After the other people had said their names, Allen and Elena raised their hands as if it 
was their turn to say their name. When they were done, they introduced Joule and the 
others in turn. Jules and the others also responded with a cry after being introduced. 
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“Well~ even looking them again, it’s breathtaking~ You definitely stand out, so I 
wonder why I didn’t know about your existence until now, Takumi-kun~” 


“Unlike Tamers’ contracted beasts, I have a way to take my familiars with me 
anywhere | go. Besides, we are active in Guardia and came here just a few days ago to 


play.” 


“Since you said you came to play, it means that you are not changing your base of 
operations to here, right?” 


“Yes, I plan to return to Guardia in winter.” 
“Is that so~” 


Kurt-san seemed to be a really sociable type of person, and he didn't hesitate to talk 
to me. He seemed like someone who can be friends with anyone~ 


“But you came to a different country to play and dived into a dungeon, was going here 
your original plan?” 


“I wasn’t planning to, but the kids really wanted to go when they heard there was a 
dungeon nearby...” 


“You came here just because the kids wanted to!? Even if you have these incredible 
familiars with you, isn’t it still dangerous to take the kids in here?” 


“I can’t say there’s no danger at all, but we can manage most of the things by letting 
them stay on the Fenrir and the Celestial Tiger’s backs.” 


“That’s true.” 


In fact, this place seems to be completely safe for them, but it’s hard to explain in detail, 
and even if I did, they might not believe me, so I will just fake it. 


“Do you guys come to this dungeon often?” 


Just as the conversation was paused, I decided to switch from talking about us to 
talking about them. 


“Yes, we are alternating between advancing in the dungeon and completing requests 
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within the dungeon.” 
“Heeh~ That means you are working on a request right now?” 
Brian-san answered my question. 


They seemed to be pretty strong, so it’s not like the highest floor they could reach is 
the fifth. 


“Yes. We have secured the wood from the Treants we were looking for, so we are 
planning on leaving now.” 


“Oh, from the Boss room!” 

They weren't carrying any wood or anything, so they must have a magic bag on them. 
“Yep, the Treants from the Boss room. We have challenged the Boss room several 
times, and it’s always Treants, and they always drop the wood, so it’s easy to find. The 
only fault of this request is that we cannot advance in the dungeon while completing 


this request.” 


“We are not able to bring enough food and other supplies with us to proceed further 
after collecting the loot.” 


Kurt-san, Hughbert-san, and Timon-san explained in that order. 

“SO, once you leave, you will come back to proceed with the capture immediately?” 
“We will take a few days to rest and prepare, but that’s the plan.” 

“If you don’t mind, may I ask what floor you are currently on?” 

“No problem. We have just reached the 15th floor.” 

I see. Less than a third of the way there. 

I didn't see these people fight, but I will keep it in mind for a general record. 


“Fifteen floors, huh. That means you have a boss battle coming up next, right?” 
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yy 


“A Boss, how nice~ 


“Yep. But the Guild doesn’t know the route to the boss room yet, so we will have to 
start by looking for it~” 


“Eh, is that so?” 

“The Guild only knows the route to the Boss rooms up to about the 10th floor, and 
beyond that it’s still vague. There are adventurers who are putting a lot of effort into 
charting out maps, but they seem to be having a hard time because it’s easy to lose 


your bearings in this dungeon.” 


I guess it’s hard to make an accurate map when the forests in here are all one color, so 
it’s difficult to find landmarks. 


“Do you not have a map of the dungeon, Takumi?” 


“I haven't bought one. I think that being able to wander around the dungeons is the 
true enjoyment~” 


“You are an unusual type.” 

“Do you guys always buy a map?” 

“There’s nothing better than being able to conquer a dungeon as safely as possible. 
However, it’s not the information we got ourselves, so we always have to take into 
account the possibility that the map might be wrong.” 

“I see~” 


When I listen to people like this, I realize how out of the ordinary we are. 


After a few more moments of small talk in the name of exchanging information, the 
members of the Dawn Star used the teleport device to return to the town. 
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CHAPTER 331 
DUNGEON WONDERS? 


On the morning of the sixth day of diving into the dungeon, we proceeded from the 
hall with the teleport device, and as soon as we entered the 6th floor, we let out voices 
of admiration 


un wy 


This place is also amazing~ 
“This floor is also quite a forest~” 


To our surprise, the 6th floor was a forest of three colors: yellow, reddish purple and 
sky blue. 


(Too bad. My prediction was wrong!) 

(I did not think there would be three colors~ But, it’s quite vivid, isn’t it~) 
(Does this dungeon have different colors on every floor?) 

(That way, we won't get bored with surprises every floor!) 

(If it’s not just one color, then it’s even harder to predict!) 

Joule and the others were also looking around the forest with admiration. 


Or rather, they were still talking about the competition to guess what color the forest 
would be~ 


NARI?” 
Allen and Elena spotted a Black Bison coming towards us. 


As the name suggests, it was a black-haired ox monster, so it’s too different from the 
color of the forest, and thus very noticeable. 
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(A meat-providing one appeared—!!) 

“Will defeat it~”” 

(Ah, I’m coming, too~!) 

Allen, Elena, and Vector charged at the Black Bison. 
(They ran off with quite a plunging vigor, didn’t they~) 
(A vigorous plunge, rather than plunging vigor, no?) 
(Oh, they attacked it all at once.) 

(It’s down!) 


The two children and one of animal used their running momentum to deliver a 
dropkick, killing the black bison with a single blow. 


Meat?”” 
(...This is meat, right?) 
“What is it? Did it drop meat?” 


It seems that the meat that the Vector craved for was dropped, but... something was 
wrong with it. 


Normally they would pick up the loot and bring it to me right away to show me the 
loot, but they didn’t this time. 


“What is it? What’s wrong?” 

“Pitch black~”” 

(Niicha~n, is this safe? Is it edible?) 

“Whoa~” 

I was astonished when I made my way to Allen, Elena and Vector, who were still staring 
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at the dropped item. It was a lump of black meat. 
“That’s an incredible color.’ 
(Niichan, what do you think? Is this safe to eat?) 


Can eat?” 


“Erm... oh~ it’s fine. It’s edible. My Appraisal is indicating that there are no problems 
with it.” 


The color is unusual, but it’s apparently very tasty. 
(Really!? Yaay~!) 
Vector jumped up and down in joy at my words. 


He was very pleased. It’s not like he couldn't eat any meat even if there were no meat 
drops, though~ 


(I have never seen a meat like this~) 

“Eh, you did not?” 

(Yeah, I have eaten Black Bison before, but the meat looked normal.) 

“Eh? So Black Bison is not originally of this color?” 

(It’s not. I guess it’s characteristic to this dungeon?) 

I thought that since it was a different world, there would be this kind of meat~... but 
it seems to be different. The Black Bison you encounter in the forests outside are 
apparently of normal, red meat. 

So it even changes the color of meat... what a terrifying Dungeon of Colors! 


» 
! 


“Well, let’s not mind the color as long as it tastes good 


un wy 


Don’t mind~ 
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(Niichan, let’s eat that meat today!) 


“Sure, let’s do that.” 


(Yay~) 
I will use this black meat for lunch today... no, let’s leave it for dinner. 


“But one chunk of meat won't be enough or everyone, right?” 


u» 


Find more~!”” 
(Yeah! It’s ox hunting day, then!) 


(Ox hunting day, I approve!) 


un | kadad 
. 


Yes~ Ox hunting~ 


The meat chunk was enough for about five or six thick slices of steak. It was a good 
amount of meat, but considering the amount of food Joule and Vector eat, it just wasn’t 
enough. When I mentioned this, Allen, Elena, Joule, and Vector were suddenly fired up. 


u» 


Let’s go that way!” 
(Alright, that way itis.) 
(Lets go, let’s go.) 


And so, the ox hunt began. However, we couldn't find any Black Bison, and there was 
arare sign of misfire. 


un wy 


Not around~ 


“Maybe it’s a monster that’s rarely found in this floor, and it just happened to be our 
first encounter.” 


“Too bad?” 


“Well, there’s no doubt that they are in this dungeon, so we will find them again as 
long as we keep moving forward. So, lets move on for now.” 
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“'Veah~”” 


Allen and Elena said, “Too bad,” but they were not depressed. The reason being that 
they got new weapons. 


“Elyah!” 
“There!” 


Allen and Elena swung their arms down in a joyful manner, and then——a light, 
snapping sound was heard. 


“You got skillful at using it~” 
«a Right~”” 


Their new weapons were whips, and the kids had already mastered using it to hit the 
target cleanly. 


By the way, the whip was a loot from killing an Evil Plant, and we got three of them in 
the same colors as this level: yellow, reddish purple, and sky blue. Allen happily chose 
the sky blue one, Elena chose the reddish purple one, and the remaining yellow one 
was in my possession. 


We have gotten ropes from Evil Plants in different dungeons before, but why would 
whips drop here? Dungeons are truly mysterious places. 


“Oniichan.” 
“Do it too.” 
“There’s no need for me to use a whip, right?” 


It’s fun, you know?” 


Allen and Elena stared at me with glittering eyes, so I had no choice but to slam the 
whip down on the ground nearby. 


“Ebhh~” 
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“’Ohh wy 
~ 


Then, for some reason, Joule and the other five animals were sitting in a line with their 
backs straight. 


“Erm... what are you doing, everyone?” 

(I don’t know, but I just felt I had to be like this!) 
(Fufu, it was an instinct?) 

(I don’t understand it very well myself.) 

(I felt shivers down my spine!) 

(My spine automatically straightened!) 

Yep, they don’t understand it very well either. 
“Now, now, stand up~” 


(((((ves~))))) 


As I told Joule and others who were sitting in a line to stand up, Allen and Elena were 
tugging at the hem of my shirt. 


“What is it?” 


a wy 


Do the snap one more time. 
“N?” 
One more time! Please!”” 


“Hm? G, got it.” 


Allen and Elena told me with serious expressions on their faces, so I slammed the whip 
into the ground again. 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 
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(((((Huh~?))))) 


Then, Joule and the others lined up again. 

(My body moves reflexively?) 

(Yeah, as if it was instinctively conditioned to it~) 

“Alright, I’m going to forbid myself from using a whip ever again!” 

”Ehh~”” 

Are they reacting to the whip because they are Contracted Beasts? I don’t get it! 


Allen and Elena seemed to be unhappy, but its dangerous for Joule and the others to 
act in a way that is not related to their will, so I will seal my whip. 


However, I already had a new Whip Art added to my status, and I hurriedly checked 
Allen and Elena’s status, but they did not seem to have learned the Whip Art skill just 
yet. 
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CHAPTER 332 
ONE FIFTH 


Having successfully conquered the sixth floor, we went on to conquer the flashy 
purple, pink, and orange forest on the seventh floor, the brown forest on the eighth 
floor, the gold and silver forest on the ninth floor, and then stepped into the black 
forest on the tenth level. 

So dark~”” 

“Indeed, it’s black all around.” 

It was supposed to be a fine daytime, but the forest felt dim. 

Ahr” 


(It’s a Black Bison!) 


We caught a sight of a Black Bison, the only one we encountered so far was on the sixth 
floor, approaching us, blending in with the black forest. 


“I wonder if their original habitat is here?” 
(The meat’s here~!) 
Immediately, the excited Vector ran towards the Black Bison. 


The black meat we got at the sixth floor was simply grilled and prepared as a steak, 
but it was quite tasty, so he must have wanted to get it again. 


(Heyah—!) 


He charged at the Black Bison vigorously and easily killed it, and even though he was 
still so lively when he went to pick up the loot, for some reason, he came back pouting. 


(... There was no meat.) 
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“Well, things like this happen~ And so, what dropped?” 


It seems that Vector was depressed because he didn't get any meat. 

He presented me with the loot in silence, with a sorrowful expression on his face. 
“What is that?” 

“It’s a hide.” 

It was a dark and glossy hide. 

“It’s pretty good stuff. I think this would be good for making a cloak or something.” 
A present~?”” 

“Yes, it would make a good present, too.” 


If we want to give souvenirs, they should be a “good” ones, because sometimes the 
great ones will be rejected. I feel that they would accept this hide without a problem. 


“Alright, as planned, let’s look for more Black Bison!” 
“Let's look, lets look!” 


I want both the meat and the hides, so I hope we can hunt more bisons than on the 
sixth floor. 


“Ah!” 

“N? Have you found one right away?” 
“Yeah, there~!” 

“Tm going~!” 


Allen and Elena spotted a Black Bison and quickly charged towards it. 
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«a y” 
. 


Teyaah~ 


Allen and Elena jumped upwards with a precise timing and launched a heel drop-kick 
at the Black Bison’s head. 


(CEL yy 


Too bad. It was a horn~ 
After successfully killing the Black Bison, Allen and Elena came back with the loot. 
They had a slightly disappointed expression on their faces. 

“Allen, Elena, don’t you think that attack was a little dangerous?” 

Nniyu?”” 

“Black Bisons have horns, right?” 


Yeah?” 


“If you aim for the head and you miss a little, their horns might end up stabbing your 
legs.” 


I’m sure that Allen and Elena will be able to kick at the right spot, but I will just warn 
them because there is no guarantee that they won’t miss. 


“You may be confident that you will be fine, but you have to pay more attention.” 
”Okay~”” 

Then, the next time they encountered a Black Bison, the kids started kicking the black 
bison in the jaw. It seemed quite dangerous to kick up the jaw of a charging Black Bison 
from below. However, I was no longer sure what was more dangerous and what was 
safe, so I stopped paying attention to it, trusting that Allen and Elena would not fail. 
“So many~” 


“Meat~” 


(Yeah! I’m glad we were able to get lots) 
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(Yeah, this floor is great for Ox hunting. I will remember it!) 


It seemed that this level was inhabited by Black Bison after all, as we encountered 
them one after the other, and were able to get not only black meat, but also a lot of 
horns and hides. 


“Now that we have collected a lot of meat, let’s move on.” 


“(((((vess~)))))” 


We had a great time hunting the bison, so after I told them it was time to get back on 
track, Allen and Elena soon found the door to the Boss room. 


“Boss room.” 
“Discovered~” 


“So fast!” 


«a wy 


Oniichan, let’s go in~ 
“Are you sure you don’t want to rest up first?” 


Is fine~!”” 


An ordinary adventurer would have been exhausted, but the children didn’t look tired, 
in fact they seemed to be in a good mood as they opened the door to the Boss’s room. 


“Many~” 

“Wolves~” 

As the door of the room closed, a pack of Black Wolves appeared. 

(N~ I can’t tell their exact numbers.) 

(Indeed~ They are loitering around, so it’s difficult to count them all.) 


(Ah, they are running towards us.) 
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(Ya~y, let’s do this~) 
(Vector, stop right there! Takumi Nii, how do we attack them?) 


“Things might get dangerous if it turns into a melee, so we all better attack with magic 
from range. Get ready, everyone.” 


“(((((Okay!)))))" 


I don’t want them to lose track of who is where in this darkness, so I instructed them 
to clear out the area at once from here. 


“Let’s start the attack then! ——Air Shot.” 


At my signal, we all unleashed our magic one after another. A moment later, the yelps 
of the Black Wolves echoed from everywhere. 


“The one who can see in darkness the best is... Feat, I guess? Can you tell how many 
are left?” 


(Give me a moment, Niisama. N~... all good, there don’t seem to be any left.) 

None showed up on my Detection either, so we must have safely defeated them all. 
“Well, do you think collecting the loot will be a challenge?” 

“Will do my best!” 


The battle was easy, but searching for the loot in the darkness was going to be a 
challenge. 


“Everyone, there might not be any enemies left, but just keep your eye on the 
surroundings while collecting the loot just in case.” 


“(((((Okay~)))))™ 


As we all scattered to pick up the loot, we heard Vector’s shout. 


(Waaah~ Niicha~n.) 
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“What is it? Did something happen, Vector?” 

(I stepped on something~) 

“Eh, what did you step on?” 

(I don’t know~ But it’s so slimy~ Slimy is bleeh~~~) 
“Hurry and move to a brighter pla... ah!——Light.” 


I hurriedly used illumination magic. I just should have produced a light source in a 
place where there is none, yeah~ 


Or rather, there was no need for us to fight in darkness in the first place~ How stupid 
of me. 


“Look, you can see now. And so, what did you step on?” 

(Err... hah! Ahhhh———!!) 

“What is it, Vector?” 

(M, meat!! My precious meaaaat——!!) 

“Ah~” 

It seemed that what Vector had stepped on was the flesh of a Black Wolf. 
This caused Vector’s mournful cry to echo out. 

”Waah~”” 

(Well, there was more meat around, so let’s give up on that piece.) 
(Niisama, I finished picking up everything on my side.) 

(Aniue, I don’t think there’s anything left to collect.) 


(Takumi Nii, I am also finished!) 
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One by one, the children who had finished picking up the loot came to where Vector 
and I were. 


We took the depressed Vector to the hall with the teleport device and comforted him. 


Anyway, we have now conquered one fifth of this dungeon. 
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CHAPTER 333 
PASTEL COLORS 


When we had completed the tenth floor, I suggested that we leave the dungeon and 
take a rest in the town, but since everyone insisted on continuing, I decided to 
continue on to the eleventh floor. 

That being the case, we stepped into the eleventh level. 

“"Ohh~”” 

(Oh~ the atmosphere here changed by quite a lot~) 

The eleventh floor had a completely different atmosphere, it was a forest of trees in 
various pastel colors. The colors were not normal, but they were much gentler on the 
eyes. 

(What a cute forest~) 

“’Yeah, cute!” 

(So cute!) 

Feat, Allen, Elena and Mile were happy after seeing the forest. 

Pastel colors are the kind of colors that children and women like~ 

“Well, I wonder if we will find dyes here~” 


Will find!” 


From what I have heard, pastel dyes aren’t very common, so I’m sure they would make 
great souvenirs. 


I hope we can find some~... was my thought process, but Allen and Elena seemed 
determined to find them. 
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“We should do our best then.” 


«a n»n» 


Yeah, will do my best. 


I don’t know if the dyes will still drop from the Hiding Chameleons on this floor, but 
let’s keep trying until we find them. 


”There~”” 

ade As expected of you.” 

I thought we might have a hard time... but we were able to get the first dye easily. 
It also dropped from a Hiding Chameleon on this floor. 


“Yellow?” 


a wy 


Yeah, yellow~ 
It was a pale yellow... cream-like dye. 
“Come to think of it, I wonder how much can be dyed with one of these?” 


(Oh my, I hadn't thought of that either~ That’s right, the amount of dyes to collect 
would change depending on that.) 


Up until now, I didn’t consider it because I had a lot of dyes on hand, but now that we 
can't get as many, I started to be concerned. 


(We can’t be even sure that it’s enough for a single handkerchief!) 


(Well, it looks like there’s enough of it for something larger than a handkerchief. 
Perhaps it’s enough for one piece of clothing?) 


(Oh my, a cloth has to be dyed first before turning it into clothes, no? If that’s the case, 
isn’t it normal to dye a large piece of cloth?) 


Mile, Bolt, and Feat each shared their opinions with me. 


“A cloth, huh~ It would be great if I could dye an entire roll of cloth from a store, but I 
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believe it would be safer to count it just for one piece of clothing~” 


» 
! 


“Let’s get lots 
“Won't be a problem then!” 

It doesn’t matter how much use a single dye has, as long as you have many of them. 
Allen and Elena have made their point, albeit a polemic one. 

(Agreed. Let’s get as many as we can.) 

(Yeah, I’m going to defeat lots, too!) 

Joule and Vector were also in agreement with Allen and Elena. 

“We have to work hard then.” 

“Work hard!——Ah, here!”” 

As soon as they said that, the children found something and started running. 

“Was something over there?” 

(Ah, there? A Hiding Chameleon seems to be there.) 

(Ohh~ they find out immediately!) 

(Ohh, they got it.) 

(The loot is... it looks like a bottle.) 

(Is it a dye then~?) 

After quickly picking up the bottle, Allen and Elena returned with smiling faces. 
“Did you get something good?” 


a 


Mm, pink!”” 
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“Oh, that’s a nice color.” 
Right! You see, this is Almeria Oneesama’s!”” 


They apparently got a pale pink dye. And it seems that they want to give the dye to 
Almeria-san. 


“Yes, it would suit her well.” 

’Righttt!”” 

“Then, what about the yellow you got earlier? Have you decided whom to give it to?” 
That’s Luka-chan’s!”” 

“Lucario-kun huh, that sounds good~” 


I asked them just to be sure, but it seems that they had already decided who they were 
going to give the dye to, just as I thought. 


“Well, I would like to get one for Matthias-san, Rebecca-san, Velio-san, Wald-sama, and 
Wald-sama’s bride then.” 


“Yeah | yy 


“Ah, Allen and Elena’s share, too.” 


un y” 
. 


Oniichan’s too 
“Haha, yeah. Hmm, well... we need to get at least eight more.” 
“Will find them~”” 


Eight bottles were needed in our calculation that took into consideration that a bottle 
may only have one use, but after that, Allen and Elena were full of motivation, and 
obtained a light green for Matthias-san, pale orange for Rebecca-san, light lime for 
Velio-san, mauve for Wald-sama, and light blue for Wald-sama’s bride. 


Of course, they also got light greenish, light blue and reddish purple dyes for 
themselves and me. 
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wy 


“ Oniichan. 
“N?” 

“It’s a flower” 

“But not a flower.’ 

What is that~?”” 

“Ah, you are right. It’s in the shape of a flower, but...” 

In between collecting dyes, Allen and Elena picked up something unusual. 

It was a pale pink artificial flower made of a plastic-like material. I wonder what kind 
of flower this is~... It wasn’t a neither a Cosmos, nor a Chrysanthemum. It seemed like 
something in between. 

“It’s a fake flower. A flower that won't wither.” 

“Won't wither?” 


“That's right. Do you want to decorate your room with it?” 


I suggested this, thinking it would be a good idea to display them in our mobile home, 
but Allen and Elena crossed their arms and seemed to be troubled. 


“What is it?” 


un wy 


Oniichan. 
“Can give this.” 

“To the bride?” 

“Yes, of course you can.” 
“Would be happy.” 


“Ifa wedding gift?” 
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“I hope she likes it.” 

Yeah” 

They want to give it as a wedding gift, not to keep it at their place. 
“Let’s look for a matching ichirinzashi when we return to the town.” 
Ichirinzashi~?”” 

“It’s a vase for one flower.’ 
“One is not good~!” 

“Will find many~!” 


“Eh!? You are looking for more? Wouldn't that be a bit impossible?” 


We got our hands on several dyes that are classified as rare, but we only found one 
artificial flower. I’m not sure if will be able to find a lot of them. 


“Hmm, why don’t we use this flower to make hair ornaments along with the glass 
beads we got from the other levels, and the gems and crystals we got from the mines? 
Let’s make it into something that people can wear instead of using it to decorate!” 

”” Ohh~”” 

The flower was quite large, so when I proposed to the children that we could make a 
nice hair ornament by combining it with lace and jewels, they were more interested 
than I expected. 

I wonder if I was able to stop them from trying to collect lots of them? 

“Ah, but if possible, I would like to get another flower for Elena.” 

“For Obaasama too!” 


“And Oneesama!” 


(That makes it three more then. Why don’t we try our best?) 
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“Yeah! Let’s do it~” 
When I mentioned that I wanted to make a hair ornament for Elena as well, I was told 
that they wanted to make one for Rebecca-san and Almeria-san too, so we went all out 


to defeat the monsters of this floor in order to get three more fake flowers. 


As a result, we were able to get a lot of fake flowers that I thought we couldn't get 
enough of. Oh, we also got more dyes. 


Satisfied” 

“Haha, so you are satisfied~” 

The children wiped the sweat from their foreheads as if to say, “Job’s done”. 
(Oniichan, the way down is in sights now~) 


Since we had just found the way to the twelfth floor, we decided to go to the hall with 
the teleport device and take a rest. 
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CHAPTER 334 
NATURAL ENEMY 


The twelfth floor was the opposite of the eleventh floor. It was filled with trees that 
were fluorescent with a slight luminous hue. 


The pastel colors have calmed my eyes a bit, but the fluorescent colors were a bit 
much. 


“This is... flashy.” 

(Yeah, very flashy~) 

Not only was I stunned, but everyone else was as well. 
(Gyaa——!) 


As we were all looking around the forest, we suddenly heard a cry that sounded like a 
scream. 


“W, what was that?” 


u» pee? 
. 


Unya 
The scream was so loud. Very painful to the ears. 
(Oniichan, over there!) 

“A Noisebird!” 


There were numerous colorful parrot-like bird monsters in the direction Joule was 
pointing. 


As the name suggests, they were noisy birds. 
“So noisy!——Wind Cutter.” 
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”Waterball.”” 


When I fired my magic spell while grimacing, the children also fired theirs one after 
another. 


(Gyaa——!) 
We shot out our magic at random, but were able to kill most of the Noisebirds. 
However, there must have been some that we failed to kill, and a few of the Noisebirds 


flew away. 


“Haahw~” 


u» wy 


It’s quiet~ 
“Yeah. That’s one hell of a monster.’ 

The noise from earlier disappeared as if it was never here. 

(Some of the birds escaped, though~) 

(But I can’t bring myself to chase after them~~~) 

Joule and Vector were collapsed on their stomachs on the ground. Oh, and Feat, too. 
All three of them have better hearing than we do, so they must have been highly 
stimulated. Still... this may have been the first time we have let monsters we found 
escape. 

(I wonder if the feathers scattered about are drops?) 


(There’s a lot of them!) 


Bolt and Mile didn’t seem to take that much damage, and were picking up the loot from 
the Noisebirds we had defeated. 


“Allen will pick too~” 


“Elena will pick as well~” 
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“Tm going too. Joule, Feat, and Vector, you guys rest.” 

(I’m sorry, Oniichan~) 

(Niisama, pardon me.) 

(Ugh~) 

I let the three animals that were still in pain rest, and we decided to collect the loot. 
“Feathers, pretty!” 

“Indeed.” 


The Noisebird’s feathers were small, but they came in a variety of colors, so they could 
be turned into various decorations. 


(Huh? Aniue, I found something that’s not a feather.) 


«a wy 


Really~ 
“N? What did you find?” 

“It’s this~”” 

(A metal rod?) 

Allen and Elena picked up what Bolt had found and brought it to me. 


It was a metal rod that was a little thinner than my pinky finger. There was more than 
one of these, too. 


“What is.” 
“This~?” 
“Erm... ah, it’s a flute.” 


When I looked it up with Appraisal, I found that it was a flute. 
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I took the flute and blew on it, and—Pii~! And it made a beautiful, high-pitched sound. 
“It’s quite loud. This could be used as a signal, don’t you think?” 


Signal~?”” 


“Yes, let’s say you all went gathering separately. And so, when I blew on this flute, it 
would spell the end. Wouldn't it be a good to use as ‘Get back to me~’ signal?” 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 


“Also, let’s see~ It could be also used as ‘Come over here~’ signal when you find 
something somewhere.’ 


“ Call~?”” 

“That's right, you can use it to call us over.’ 
“Come over here~?”” 
“Yeah.” 


There were smoke and light bombs, but they were for emergencies. 


But this flute would be much easier to use. We just got a bunch of them, so each of us 
can have one. 


“Try blowing on it.” 
Okay, will try~!”” 


I let the children choose their favorite colored flute and try it out, and they made a 
beautiful sound. 


“Yep, sounds good. When we hear this sound, we will follow it to the source. Let’s make 
ita rule.” 


Okay, got it!” 


“Ah, no blowing the flutes to prank others, okay?” 
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«ay 


No pranks!” 


“Also... Just because you hear this sound doesn’t necessarily mean it’s me, so 
remember to be vigilant when heading to the location of the sound. Okay?” 


“est 

“Alright, good kids! Put the flutes in your pouches.” 

Allen and Elena hurriedly put the flutes in their pouches. 

Well, there is still an element of uncertainty, but it could be very convenient. 
“Joule, Feat, Vector, did you hear what we discussed just now~?” 

(Yes, we heard. All’s good!) 

(Roger that, Niisama.) 

(Got it~) 


Joule and the others can’t blow the flute, but when they hear the sound of the flute, 
they will gather at the location of the sound. 


Bolt and Mile were together with Allen and Elena and nodding in understanding while 
I was explaining, so when I confirmed with Joule and the other two resting animals, 
all three nodded that they understood. 

“Are you okay now?” 


(Yes, I have calmed down.) 


After we finished picking up the loot, I checked on Joule and others’ physical condition 
before resuming. 


“Then, where do we go next, Allen, Elena?” 
That way~ PER: 


We walked along, more wary of the Noisebirds than necessary so that we wouldn’t 
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have to go through the same thing again. 


There they come!” 


As soon as someone spotted a Noisebird, they attacked it with a magic attack before it 
could get close. Each attack was basically an overreaction. 


I’m not as good as Joule and the others, but I have better hearing than most people 
because of my physical abilities, and I don’t want to experience a noise attack again. 
So, I didn’t stop everyone, even if it was an overkill. 

“Oniichan.” 

“Look, look~” 

“What is it?” 

“Flute~” 

“So small~” 

The flute that Allen and Elena brought was a little-type flute. 

“How small~ It’s as big as the size of one of your finger joints?” 


(Takumi Nii. I want that one!) 


As we were checking the length of the flute in Allen’s palm by placing his own little 
finger along it, Mile climbed up into Allen’s palm. 


“N? Oh, Mile would be probably able to use this one.” 
(Right!) 

“Mile, okay~” 

“Here you go~” 


(Thank you.) 
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Elena picked up the flute from Allen’s palm and offered it to Mile. 
“Mile, try blowing on it.” 
(Okay!) 


The flute sounded good, and the weight was not a problem, so I hooked it to the 
bracelet Mile wore around her neck. 


“Oh, looking good!” 
(Right!) 


The short flute was silver, so it looked like a pendant. 


«a (277 
. 


Coming again— 
“Again?” 

Just as I was about to pick up the rest of the loot, the Noise horde came again. 
Well, they were easily defeated, though. 

A strange flute~?”” 

And this time, there seemed to be a bird-shaped flute. 

“Allen, try blowing on it.” 

“Okay.” 

When Allen blew the flute, it made a——Pirororo~?/ sound. 

“ Ohh~”” 

Finding it amusing, Allen and Elena took turns blowing the flute. 

“It’s like a toy.” 


“A toy!”” 
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When I decided that the flute was a toy because it didn’t sound very loud, and it 
sounded very different, Allen and Elena’s eyes sparkled. 


“’Luca-chan’s toy!”” 


“Oh, I see. That’s a good idea.” 


That being the case, the bird-shaped flute was to be Lucario-kun’s souvenir. 
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CHAPTER 335 
MEETING AGAIN 


We got more things on the twelfth floor, and steadily proceeded through the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth floors, collecting a lot of strange things, dyes and 
other drops, and finally found the Boss room on the fifteenth floor. 


Over there!” 
(Oh, yes. I can see something that looks like a Boss room~) 


“N~ this is a good place to end, so this should be our last one.” 


If we get too absorbed in capturing the dungeon, we will miss the time to return to 
Guardia, so I think I will end it here. 


(Ehh~ we are leaving already~?) 

(It’s unfortunate, but it cannot be helped~) 

(Vector, don't be selfish now. This was agreed upon from the beginning!) 
(That’s right. It’s not like this is our last time here, right?) 

(That’s right! Endure!) 

(..Okay~) 


As we walked along, soothing the discouraged Vector, the door to the Boss’s room 
came into clear sight. 


Then I noticed that there were people there. 
TARY 


COV DIIIIIIIID 
Haah!? 
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The “Dawn Star” party we met a few days ago was resting in front of the Boss room 
door. 


Moreover, they looked at us as if they were looking at something strange. 

“Nonono! How come you are already at this floor!” 

“That's right! It’s strange!” 

“We only met you at the fifth floor. You have captured ten floors in this period!?” 
Kurt-san, Timon-kun, Hughbert-san shouted one after another. 

We have been capturing one floor a day, so it’s taken us a little over ten days to get to 
this point. There were some floors that took a little longer to capture, and we took 


some detours, so I'd say it’s been about twelve or thirteen days. 


Well, it would normally take several months to get here, so I’m not surprised of their 
reaction~ 


“Considering Takumi-san’s team’s abilities, they should be able to capture these many 
floors in the shortest number of days.” 


“Indeed. They have both the strength and mobility.” 

Brian-san and Rovel-san began analyzing the situation calmly. 

“Are you all resting up before the Boss battle?” 

“Yes, we want to be in perfect physical condition before the Boss battle.” 
“Correct. That is very important.” 

That being said, we have never taken a break before the Boss battle before~ 
“Oniichan.” 

“Not going to fight the Boss~?” 


Allen and Elena’s expressions were urging, “Alright, let’s step into the Boss room right 
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away”. 


“Allen, Elena, we have to keep the order and wait for our turn. The people from the 
Dawn Star were here first, so we will go after them.” 


Being stopped by me, Allen and Elena became a little dispirited. 


If there are multiple challengers in front of the Boss room, the ones who arrive first 
have the right to challenge the Boss first. 


This rule seems to have been established because in popular dungeons, multiple 
challengers encountered each other in front of the Boss room, causing a dispute over 
who would challenge it first. 


The door to the Boss room is closed during the battle to prevent intruders from 
entering, but once the battle is over, the next person can challenge it immediately, so I 
don’t think there’s really any need for such a dispute in the first place, but I guess it’s 
no use thinking about it. 

“We are resting as you can see, so you can challenge it first...” 

Really!?”” 

Brian-san gave his permission, and Allen and Elena smiled. 


“But are you guys going to be all right without a rest?” 


Brian-san was worried about us trying to challenge the Boss room as soon as we 
arrived. 


In the advanced dungeon, the slightest hiccup can be fatal, so you should never overdo 
it or do anything rash. 


“My children have a lot of energy, you see~” 


Full of energy!” 


“But now that we have met everyone again, why don’t we take a break together?” 
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) 


“Sure, I don’t mi——’ 
”Ehh~ are we not going~”” 

As if to cover Brian-san’s agreement, Allen and Elena raised their voices in frustration. 
“What’s the difference a few hours would make?” 

“Wanna go~” 

“Quickly~” 


“If we go early, we will just end up going home early too, you know?” 


When I reminded them that once the Boss battle is over, the capture of the dungeon 
will come to an end as well, Allen and Elena stilled. 


“Got it! Will wait!” 

The two of them changed their opinions. 
Can go play?” 

“Don't go too far from here.” 
“’ Okay~”” 

(Ah, I’m going too!) 

(Me too~) 


In order to stay in the dungeon as long as possible, they decided to call of the Boss 
battle for the time being and play at the fifteenth floor. 


And so, Allen and Elena went back into the forest with Joule and Vector. 
“Ta, Takumi-san, you are letting the children go out alone!?” 


“They promised me not to go too far, so it will be fine. They also have proper escort.’ 
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“Ah, you are right...” 


Probably still worried, the Dawn Star five were glancing toward the forest with 
concern. 


(Fufu, they are kind people~) 
(Indeed. To be worried about children they just met, they are quite good.) 
(Good people!) 


After a while, the Dawn Star looked relieved when they saw the children returning 
happily. They are good people after all~ 


“ Oniichan!”” 

“Welcome back~” 

“’((We have returned!))”” 

“Any injuries?” 

None! But!” 

“Got.” 

“Souvenirs!” 

Allen and Elena took out stuff from their pouches one after the other. 


COI nnn)» 
He wwx... 


Pelts, horns, feathers, dyes, and more. The Dawn Star party members let out surprised 
voices after seeing the amount of loot the kids took out. 


“T, this is the stuff you got together with the Fenrir and Scarlet King Leo, right?” 
Not really?” 


“This is Allen’s.” 
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“This is Elena’s.” 


COI DIDI 


The representative of the Dawn Start, Kurt-san, checked whether the loot was 
obtained by Joule and Vector, but the children indifferently denied, so now they were 
at lost for words. 


(The things I got are here.) 
(Mine are these~) 


Then, Joule and Vector held out baskets of dropped items, saying that this is what they 
had collected. It seems they didn’t leave it with the kids, but brought it themselves. 


(We were competing over the number of loot we got!) 
(Niichan, count it~ who won?) 

“Eh? You were having a contest?” 

Yeah” 


I see, they didn’t mix the spoils because they were having a contest, so they each had 
their own with them... 


“Alright, alright. I just have to count it, right?” 


u» wy 


Please~ 


I counted the loot and found that Allen, Elena, and Joule had the same number, while 
Vector had one less. 


«ay wy 


Victory~ 
(We did it! That means Vector is last!) 
(...Damn it~ Just one? Just by one!? So frustrated~~~) 


Allen, Elena, and Joule were hopping about in delight, while Vector melted down to 
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the ground in dejection. 
“Ta, Takumi-san, is this really what the kids obtained? By defeating monsters?” 


“Brian-san! Rather than that! The number! It’s impossible to collect this much in such 
amount of time!” 


“It’s both!” 
The Dawn Star was greatly confused. 
Said we can fight!”” 


Facing the Dawn Star, Allen and Elena puffed out their chest pridefully. 


When they met at the fifth floor, they told them that they could fight, but they didn’t 
believe them, so they were not happy about it~ 
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CHAPTER 336 
ALIAS 


“Have you calmed down?” 
“Yeah.” 
After a while, the five members of the Dawn Star finally came to their senses. 


You okay~?”” 


Allen and Elena also looked at them worriedly, but since the two of them were the 
cause of the confusion, the five members of the Dawn Star wore subtle expressions. 


“We are fine. We are sorry for worrying you.” 
I see~ Glad to hear that~”” 


“Fufu, thank you very much. Still, you two are really strong, aren’t you?” 


un l wy 
. 


Yeah, strong 
Allen and Elena were not humble at all. 
“But you know, you see, Oniichan is much stronger!”” 
“Oh my, is that so?” 

“Allen and Elena is D-rank.” 


“Oniichan is A-rank!” 


Allen and Elena seemed to be comfortable talking to Brian-san and told him their 
adventurer ranks. I think it’s the first time they have ever told someone their rank? 


“Oh my, I thought he wasn’t an ordinary person, but I guess I was right.” 


traitorAIZEN 142 | 191 


That’s right! What about you, Brian Oniichan?” 
“Me?” 

“Yeah!” 

“Tm also A-rank, just like your Oniichan.” 
Knew it!” 

Brian-san was also A-ranker. 

Rather than that, Allen and Elena seemingly guessed Brian-san’s rank. 

“If you ever heard someone talking of ‘Reijin’ Brian, then that’s our leader.” 
Reijin? Oniichan, what is Reijin?” 

“A beauty, it means a pretty person.” 

“’Ohh~ it fits!” 

“Indeed.” 

Brian-san’s alias was “Reijin’, huh~ It fits him perfectly. 

He’s good-looking, soft-spoken, sincere, and strong, so he’s probably very popular~ 
“Kurt! Why did you expose me like that!” 

Brian-san’s voice got unusually loud. His face got a little bit red. 

„l'm sure he’s feeling embarrassed. 


u» 


Oniichan is ‘Setsuna’!”” 
|” 


“Hey!? Allen, Elena, you are not supposed to say that 


(Core 


Not allowed to say?” 
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“I would prefer you didn’t~” 


Even though is cool?” 


My alias was revealed by the kids. It’s a little embarrassing having others know your 
alias, huh. 


“Speaking of Setsuna, isn’t he the one who achieved A-rank in the shortest time?” 
“Come to think of it, his unique characteristics are all matching.” 

“That's certainly true!” 

Kurt-san and his friends seem to know a lot about adventurers from other countries. 


They really know a lot~ I wonder where they get that kind of information? Maybe the 
tavern of the Adventurer’s Guild? 


Then again, I don’t use the tavern much, so I don’t have many opportunities to get 
information. I don’t even go to the Adventurer’s Guild to get requests that often, so I’m 
less likely to go there than a normal adventurer. 

“You guys know a lot. Where do you get this information from?” 

“N? Let’s see~ I guess we get the most from our peers?” 


“Yeah. And also from the inkeepers.” 


“Indeed. And while the guild staff can’t tell you much about someone’s abilities, they 
are able to give you some random information.” 


So interacting with others, I guess~ I can’t go to the tavern too often, so I guess I will 
have to get some information from the Guild. I should ask Andy, the Guild Master of 
the Adventurer’s Guild in the royal capital of Guardia, what kind of people have aliases. 
I’m sure he will be able to give me their names and description. 


“That reminds me, I heard the kids Setsuna travels with are quite amazing themselves. 
It appears to be the truth, these little fellows are nothing short of amazing!” 


“They are talked about even though they are just children, aren't they going to get 
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aliases soon as well?” 
“That’s likely! Something like ‘Shindou”’ perhaps?” (*wonder child) 


(re 


Shindow’ is too normal. Isn’t that what the nobles tend to use for their children when 
they are little better than average? Let it not be that one.” 


“How about ‘Miko’ then?” 
“That's not going to work either because the priests would get all noise over it!” 


Kurt-san, Timon-san, and Hughbert-san were getting excited over Allen and Elena’s 
aliases. 


Shindou and Miko were so accurate I got startled. 
“When it comes to the aliases for the two kids, shouldn’t it contain the word “Twins’?” 
“Like ‘Twin Swords’ or ‘Shield Twins’?” 


(re 


Swords’ is possible, but ‘Shield’ probably not, right?—-—Pipsqueaks, what are your 
special moves?” 


“Kicking!” 

“Water!” 

“Kicking moves and water magic, huh. How about ‘Twin Beats’?” 

“They use water magic and their hair color also match, so how about ‘Twin Skies’?” 
Hahaha~ They are coming up with really suitable names~ 

Moreover, Allen and Elena were also participating. 

“Takumi-san, I apologize for my guys.” 

“Sorry.” 

When I was smiling bitterly at a distance, Brian-san and Rovel-san come up to me and 
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apologized. 


“There’s no need to apologize. But, what do I say... so my alias was also decided like 
this, huh~... I feel complicated just thinking about it.” 


“Yes, truly.” 
Brian-san who was named ‘Reijin’ was making an even more complicated expression. 


His alias suits his appearances perfectly. Of course, it would make him feel 
complicated. 


“You don't like being called by your alias as well, Brian-san?” 
“Yes, you too, Takumi-san?” 


“Yeah. The power of people is amazing, isn’t it? Before I knew it, it had taken root and 
spread around.” 


“Truly. By the time I realized, it was already too late.” 


As for the alias, Brian-san seemed to be on the same page as me. 


a y” 
. 


Oniichan, Oniichan 
“What is it?” 

“We wanna eat.” 
“Together with everyone!” 

As I was letting out a sigh with Brian-san, Allen and Elena came running up to me. 


They seemed to have hit it off with Kurt-san and the others and wanted to share a meal 
with them. 


“Sure. Go ask them what they want to eat.” 


“Okay!” 
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I agreed, and they happily went back to Kurt-san and his companions. 


“Brian-san, Rovel-san. That being the case, would you like to have a meal with us? Or 
have you already eaten?” 


“No, we were just about to eat... though, speaking of meal, the only thing we have is 
portable food.” 


Ah, as I thought, the Dawn Star eats portable food, too. 


“I have got the ingredients, so I will make you a proper meal. Is there anything you 
want to eat?” 


“Eh? Ingredients? What do you mean, Takumi-san? I don’t think there are many raw 
ingredients to gather in this dungeon?” 


Ah~ It seems that this labyrinth doesn’t offer much in the way of ingredients. 
The only ingredients we have gotten so far are the lychee fruits and Black Bison meat. 
“I have a pretty good magic bag, so I have plenty of ingredients left on me.” 


“That's great. Are you really sure, though? To be honest, I’m starting to miss regular 
meals, so even a soup with no ingredients would be very much appreciated...’ 


“You'd be happy with a soup with no ingredients!?” 

Huh!? Aren't they starving more than I thought!? 

I don’t know how many days Brian-san and the others have been on this floor, but they 
should be still good on food that lasts, right? What do they take with them? Is it related 


to it? They are carrying only hard bread, dried meat, and water? 


Uwaah~ of course they must be hungry. So painful! I don’t think I would be able to 
stand it! 


“I will serve you something better than soup with no ingredients! Please, come eat 
with us.” 


An instant soup would make things a little better, wouldn't it? I really hope it spreads 
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fast~ 
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CHAPTER 337 
FEAST 


un 


Oniichan.” 
“Yes, yes, what would you like to eat?” 
Feast” 


“N? A feast?” 


un y” 
. 


Yeah, a feast 


The children did not give specific names of dishes, nor did they give ingredients such 
as “meat” or “fish”. 


“Are you Saying it can be anything?” 
“Something like that!”” 


“Erm... what do I do then~? Is there something you guys want to eat?” 
N, you see~... ah! Pig shoga!!” 

“Shogayaki, huh. Sure, sounds good. Let’s do that then.” 
Although they said pork, it’s going to be Orc meat! 


This time, I won't be using the higher species, I will just use the regular orc. 


“What would you rather have, a thick one or many thin ones?” 


u» ON, 
. 


Many 
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“Okay, thin it is.” 


A single steak or several thin slices of meat is no different in terms of quantity, but... 
the number of slices will make you feel like you had eaten more. 


“The main dish is decided on then. Also, a soup, salad and bread, I guess? N~ when it 
comes to shogayaki, I feel like eating donburi rice with it, but...” 


«a wy 


Rice sounds nice~ 


“Brian-san, I have a way to make white wheat taste good, but how do you feel about 
that? It will be a substitute to bread.” 


Normally I would offer bread and avoid anything that might cause a fuss, but for some 
reason | had an irresistible urge to eat rice, so I decided to ask straightforwardly. 


We could offer bread to Brian-san and the others and eat rice on our own, but if we 
were eating something different, they would definitely point it out! 


“White wheat? I can’t imagine how to eat that hard stuff without any taste, but... I’m 
not against it.” 


“Is that so? Thank you.” 


Well, if it doesn’t work, I can just serve bread from the Infinite Storage, so there’s no 
need to hesitate to make donburi! 


“Then, I need to cook the rice fi—” 
“Will do~” 
“N? I will leave it to you then.” 


No worry. Leave it to us!” 


I took out the rice cooker and white wheat from the Infinite Storage, and Allen and 
Elena began to measure the amount of rice with familiarity. In the meanwhile, I cut the 
Orc meat into thin slices, and began working on the shogayaki sauce. 


“What soup would you like?” 
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“Would like eggy!” 

“Fluffy one!” 

“Fluffy egg soup, huh. Roger that.’ 

Other ingredients for an egg drop soup would be... mushrooms, I guess? 


As for the vegetables, rather than eating them as a salad... I will just lightly fry cabbage 
and leek with salt and pepper and put them under the shogayaki. 


Since the menu has been decided, I can add things as I go along. 
“Oniichan.” 

“Rice is cooked~” 

“Can you mix it and serve it into the bowls?” 

Can do~!”” 


I put fried veggies on top of the rice that Allen and Elena had prepared, and topped it 
with shogayaki. 


“The fragrance is dangerous!” 

“Looks deliicous.” 

“Tm starving~” 

Kurt-san and the others gathered around us, as if they couldn't wait. 
“Yes, yes, it’s done, so please take it away.” 

“Yay” 


“Takumi-san, I’m really, really sorry about our guys.” 


“It’s fine. Here, have some too, Brian-san. Rovel-san, too.” 
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“Thank you very much. It looks very delicious.” 

“Thank you very much.” 

Those who received their bowls in turn relaxed their cheeks. 

“Allen, Elena, give some to Joule and the rest as well.” 

“ Okay~”” 

I prepared enough soup for everyone and served it to them. 

I would normally eat with chopsticks, but today I’m using a fork to accommodate 


everyone. It makes me feel a bit strange to use a fork for a donburi, but it can’t be 
helped. 


coy pore? 
. 


Superb 


When the rice was passed to everyone and they started eating, Kurt-san and the others 
seemed to like it and ate quietly. 


“This is white wheat?” 


“Yes, that’s right. How is it? If you don’t like it, I have bread too, so don’t hesitate to tell 


» 


me. 


“No, it’s very delicious. It goes very well with the strongly-flavored meat..——Don'’t 
you think so too, Rovel?” 


“White wheat soaked in the sauce is the best!” 


It seems to have suited Brian-san’s palate as well~......, but Rovell, who was quiet, and 
a bit reserved, had the best reaction. He seemed to like it a lot. 


That’s right. Rice soaked in sauce is delicious! 


Oniichan, is delish!”” 


“I see, I’m glad to hear that. Eat lots.” 
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“Yeah | wy 


Everyone finished eating in a flash, and even the second helping of rice I had prepared 
was eaten without leaving a single grain. Or rather, they were eating as if they were 
competing with each other. 


“Thank you for the food, Takumi-san. It was really delicious. That white wheat was so 
sticky, it was more satisfying than eating bread.” 


“Tm glad you liked it.” 


“I didn’t know there was such a way to eat it. I’d ask you how to cook it, but none of us 
can cook, so I’m afraid this was the first and last time.” 


It seems that none of Brian-san’s party can cook. Not many people among the 
adventurers can cook, huh~ 


“It’s true that cooking with a pot and fire requires some knack for cooking, but once 
you have the magic tools, cooking itself is pretty easy. You see, even my children can 
do it. Oh, but it’s also going to be more luggage to carry around.” 


Even I am not confident about cooking rice in a pot. But with a rice cooker, as long as 
you measure out the white wheat and water properly, you can cook it with the flick of 
a switch, so I’m sure anyone can do it, but it’s not suitable for adventurers with limited 
luggage weight. 


“Come to think of it, the children were cooking this, huh.” 


Is simple!” 


“..Takumi-san, is the magic tool you were using something that can be obtained only 
in Guardia?” 


“The rice cooker? I’m sure you can get one in the royal capital. I got it there myself.’ 
“Is that so?” 


Hearing the children’s words, Brian-san seemed to be thinking of a plan to get a rice 
cooker. 
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It seemed that I had succeeded in propagating white wheat. White wheat has almost 
no food status, so I’m glad to see it gaining a better reputation. 


“Ah, come to think of it, there’s a magic tool store in Byld! The owner told me that he 
was friends with the craftsman in Guardia, so he might be able to make you one!” 


“Really!” 
“Yes. Ah, but...” 


There’s a good chance they won't be able to find it because the store is concealed with 
magic. 


“Takumi-san, is something the matter?” 

“No, it’s a special store, so I’m worried you won't find it even if I tell you its location.” 
“Is it that special?” 

Is hidden with magic!” 


“Hidden with magic?” 


“Yes, it’s human repellent spell, to be precise. Normal people would probably walk just 
past it 


» 
! 


Brian-san looked at me strangely, as if he had no idea why would a store had such 
magic cast on it. 


“I know it.” 

“Rovel, you know it?” 

Brian-san was surprised that Rovel-san seemed to know about the store. 

Rovel-san must be a magician with a high amount of magic power. 

“I didn’t know it was a magic tool store, but I know of a building hidden with magic.” 


“You never entered inside, Rovel-san?” 
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“I wouldn't approach it of my own accord.” 


Oh, yeah, a building with magic on it would be suspicious. Normally, you wouldn't go 
near it. 


Well, we just strolled in, though~ 
“It’s the building next to the grocery store. If you need a rice cooker, try asking there.” 


“There still are some things I don’t know about the town I’m based in, huh. Thank you 
for the valuable information.” 


“Nono, I’m glad I could be of help. Ah, right. We are planning to go back to the town 
after we finish this Boss room, but I think we still have a few days before we go back 
to Guardia. So, if you have any recommendations for places or stores in the town, could 
you let me know?” 


“Tn that case... —— 


During the break after lunch, Brian-san and the others gave me a lot of information 
about good places to eat. 
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CHAPTER 338 
BOSS BATTLE 


As a result of our discussion, we decided to challenge the Boss room together with the 
members of the Dawn Star. 


Eight people and five animals, including children, was indeed a large group, so I 
decided to ask Joule and the others to return to the shadows a little early. Joule and 
the others were disappointed that they couldn't challenge the Boss room, but when I 
promised them that we would definitely go to an advanced dungeon in the near future, 
they agreed. 

“I was told that the boss of this floor was a Forest Tiger.” 

“Heeh~ A Forest Tiger, huh.” 

Forest tigers are highly mobile big cat monsters. 

“"Ohh~” 

“Green.” 

“Tiger~” 


How pretty!” 


The boss of the fifteenth floor was, as expected, a Forest Tiger. Allen and Elena were 
delighted to see a brightly colored green tiger. 


“There's three!?” 
“I didn’t hear anything about that!” 
While my kids were looking happy, the Dawn Star was shocked. 


The type of the Boss they had expected was correct, so the number must be a problem. 
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Was it just one according to the information? 
“’Can defeat?” 
“Ah~ wait a moment.——Brian-san, Brian-san.” 


I stopped the children who were about to start running towards the Forest Tigers and 
called out to Brian-san, who was holding his weapon and was more cautious than 
necessary. 


The Forest Tigers were also wary, but they were just wandering around and didn’t 
immediately come towards us. 


“Y, yeah, what is it?” 

“Calm down, please. Can you guys take on one of them?” 
“Eh, however, that’s...” 

“We will be fine.” 


Forest Tigers are B-ranked monsters, but their mobility makes it difficult to inflict fatal 
wounds on them, so even adventurers of equal rank have a hard time defeating them. 
Well, even though they are hard to defeat, if you concentrate and persist, you can 
defeat them. If it’s just one. 


However, if there are two or more of them, the story changes. With more than one 
moving around quickly with complex movements, it would be impossible to deal with 
them. 


“I fight mainly with magic, so there’s no need to get too close. If you are worried about 
me, just kill the one you have got and come back for support.’ 


“I... see. Understood.” 


If we use magic to control them and keep them away from us, we can buy ourselves 
some time... 


When I said that in a way that could be misunderstood, Brian-san reluctantly agreed, 
so I decided to take immediate action. 
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“Allen, Elena. I’m going to get the attention of two and get further away.” 
Got it?” 
“Alright, let’s go.——Air Shot.” 


I hit the two Forest Tigers with a light air shot and started running away from Brian- 
san and the others. 


((Grrrrrr.)) 


wy 


“ Coming~ 


I seemed to have lured the fish well, and the Forest Tigers I had hit with the air shots 
were chasing after us. 


Brian-san intervened at the right moment to prevent the last one from chasing us, so 
our plan was a success. 


u» 


Can play?” 


“You two play with one of them. I believe your opponent should be quite fast, so be 
careful.” 


”Okay~”” 
The children headed towards a Forest Tiger with excited expressions on their faces. 


..1 feel that the levels I finally caught up on thanks to the Orc subjugation were lost 
again during our dungeon dive, so I am glad I managed to secure one of them for 
myself. 


“Eat this~!”” 
(Gau.) 


Allen and Elena immediately launch a flying kick at the Forest Tiger, but the Forest 
Tiger easily avoided it. 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 
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For some reason, the children were touched that their flying kick got avoided. 


Was it because it could avoid it so easily? N? Was this the first time... that something 
was able to avoid their attack so easily? 


“It has some good moves~” 
The Forest Tigers are somewhat largish, but their movements are snappy. 
“Bind, Wind Cutter.” 


So far, the children were not at risk while fighting, but I don’t want to take my eyes off 
them for too long. 


So, I bound the Forest Tiger I was facing with ivy and quickly defeated with Wind 
Cutter. 


“Yaah—!” 
“Haah—!” 


I picked up the loot and returned my attention to the children. And then, perhaps 
because they expected the Forest Tiger to dodge if they attacked at the same time, they 
layered their attacks one after another. 


“"Huh~?”” 
Hoever, even that attack got avoided by the Forest Tiger. 


Allen and Elena looked at each other strangely, and then looked a little happy as their 
series of attacks were dodged. 


un wy 


Fufufu~ 


They were grinning. I guess they must be having a different kind of fun from the 
usual~ 


a n»n» 


Here we go~ 


Allen and Elena’s next move was to kick a tree trunk to speed up, grab a low branch to 
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change direction, and move in any direction to distract the opponent. 


Come to think of it, they don’t attack in a way that obstructs their opponent~ Well, I 
guess they have no way to attack in a way that restricts or stalls their opponent’s 
movement...? 


But even if there was a way, I don’t think my kids would use it. They seem to have a 
penchant for head-on attacks. 


ay l wy 
. 


Yaa— 


Allen and Elena moved around Forest Tiger and simultaneously kicked it from 
separate directions. 


The Forest Tiger was indeed unable to keep up with their movements, and stumbled 
back after being kicked by the two. 


un y” 
. 


Torya— 
(Gyuan.) 


In the end, their signature move, the ax kick, was successful and the Forest Tiger 
collapsed powerlessly. 


“"Defeated~”” 

“Good job. You looked like you were having fun.” 

“Yeah, had fun!”” 

The children were in a good mood after picking up the loot and coming back to me. 
“Here is green fur~” 

“And here is fangs~” 


The Forest Tiger loot they brought was a beautiful green fur with black stripes and 
fangs, same as the loot I got. 


“Well, let’s go back to Brian-san’s group. They might still be fighting over there, so keep 
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your eyes open.” 
“Yes [er 


When we returned to Brian-san and his team, they had just defeated the Forest Tiger 
and were rushing to support us. 


“Eh? Ehh? Did you kill both of them already?” 

”Defeated~”” 

However, they were a little stunned to see us come back nonchalantly. 

It was because we finished the battle with two tigers before Brian-san’s team could 
defeat one. Well, that’s the thing, isn’t it? Let’s just say that Brian-san and the others 
did not have as good compatibility with the opponent as us. 


“Let’s move to the back, shall we?” 


After calming down Brian-san and the others, we moved to the teleport device room 
at the back of the room. 


“Ah! Found a treasure chest!” 
The children, who were the first to discover the treasure chest, ran to it. 
Can Open~?”” 


“Wait a momenrt......... yeah, looks fine. I don’t detect trap of any kind.——Brian-san, 
can I let the kids open it?” 


“Of course.” 


After confirming the presence or absence of traps with Appraisal and getting Brian- 
san’s approval, the children opened the treasure chest. 


“What’s inside?” 


«a wy 


Erm, you see... a blue bird~ 
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“Bird? Eh? Bird!? A living being!?” 

“Not that~ Uh, you see, glass bird~ three~” 

“Ah, glass. Some kind of ornament in the shape of a bird?” 

I peeked inside the treasure chest from above, where Allen and Elena were peeking. 
And just like the kids said, there were three translucent blue birds inside. 

“Oh, they really are birds. Doves? But it doesn’t seem to be glass.—— It’s crystal.” 

It was not an ornament from glass, but crystal. 

“Hand two of them to Brian-san.” 

“ Okay~”” 


When Allen and Elena took two of the figurines and presented it to Brian-san, he shook 
his head. 


“It doesn’t make sense for us to take two.” 

“Is that so?” 

“That is so!” 

Since we were fighting together on a temporary basis, we hadn't decided on the 
distribution of the items beforehand, but it should basically be divided equally 
between our two parties. However, we received all loot from both of the Forest Tigers 
we defeated. So I thought I’d give more to the Dawn Star here~ But I got refused. 
“You don't have to be so restrained~” 

“Nono, it’s not restraint, we will take only one. Have the rest, Takumi-san.” 


“No, you should take two here!” 


“No, we can’t!” 
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Brian-san and the others stubbornly refused to accept two. 

People I know are always so reserved, aren't they? 

“We will go back first then.” 

Brian-san and the others were going to return to the town after checking the sixteenth 
floor, so I gave them a set of leftover onigiri and instant soup from the Infinite Storage 


instead of the bird figurine. 


He was very impressed when I showed him how to make the instant soup, but I wasn’t 
sure if he could buy more over here, so I told him to check with the Guild, and we 
parted ways. 


«a wy 


Was so much fun~ 
“That so? Let’s come back when we have a chance then.” 
Yeah” 

This spelled the end of our dungeon capture for now. 
Dungeon Record 

The 4th dungeon “Earth” 15/15 floors 

The 53rd dungeon “Ripples” 30/30 floors 

The 55th dungeon “Minerals” 30/30 floors 

The 65th dungeon “Large Animals” 30/30 floors 

The 89th dungeon “Entwined” 7/50 floors 

The 94th dungeon “Colors” 15/50 floors 


The descriptions on our Guild cards have become quite impressive, but I’m sure there 
will be more in the future~ 
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CHAPTER 339 
KILLING TIME 


When we returned to the town, the first thing I checked was today’s date. It turned out 
that the ship I had booked was leaving in four days. 


I had planned to be back by... five days before the departure, but the date was a little 
off from what I had expected. It seems that when you are working in a dungeon, you 
lose your sense of time even when you are careful. However, we are not late, and that’s 
what matters. 


“Well then, what should we do today?” 


We had three full days left, but we spent the first day relaxing at the inn. But two days 
in a row would be boring, so I asked the kids what they wanted to do. 


Guild” 

“Guild? Eh, the Adventurer’s Guild?” 

Yeah.” 

“Let's do.” 

“A request.” 

The children wanted to go to the Adventurer’s Guild to accept a request. 
“We don't really have to work, you know?” 

“It’s not a workmon!” 

“It’s playingmon!” 
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It seems that for the children, the requests they receive at the Guild are not work, but 
a play. 


The adventurers who are desperately trying to complete their requests would be 
angry when they hear this. 


“Oh well, why not.” 


«a pope? 
. 


Yay~ 


“However! I won't accept any requests unless they are in the vicinity and can be 
completed within the day.’ 


“Got it” 


And so, we headed to the Adventurer’s Guild. 


u» n»n» 


There itis~ 
“Yeah. Don’t get too excited when you get inside~” 

It was our first time to come to the Adventurer’s Guild of Byld, so we had to be careful 
not to act like we were in a familiar place. I don’t want to make a scene and get tangled 
up with trouble. 


“Ah I wy 
. 


Despite my warnings, as soon as Allen and Ellen entered the building, they started 
running around. 


“Ah!” 


But when I saw where they were running around, I couldn't help but let out a 
surprised squeal myself. 


“Takumi-san!” 
The kids were actually running towards Brian-san. 


“Good morning. When did you return?” 
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“Last night. I came here today to sell the loot we got from the dungeon.” 
“I see.” 


I tried to avoid the crowded hours of the morning, so we were able to meet Brian-san 
and the others who had come to do their business. 


“What did you think of the sixteenth floor?” 
“It was a pretty amazing forest.” 

What kind? What was it like?” 

“It was a forest of striped-pattern trees.” 
“Striped!” 

“A stripped-pattern forest, huh.” 


The trees on the sixteenth floor were of stripped pattern, huh. That must have been a 
forest worth seeing~ 


“Wanna see!” 
“Wanna go!” 


“We are going back the day after tomorrow, so we can’t. Maybe next time when we 
have a chance.’ 


The children’s eyes were sparkling as they wanted to go to the dungeon, but it was 
indeed impossible. 


No, it might be possible if we just went to take a look at it, but they will never be able 
to finish just by looking at it, so I will have them give up. 


“You are leaving for Guardia the day after tomorrow, Takumi-san?” 
“Yes, we will be boarding the first boat in the morning.” 


“Is that so? Although you told us about it before, it’s a pity that we won't be able to see 
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each other.” 


“It’s true that we won't be able to see each other for a while, but we will surely meet 
again. We intend to come back to this town again, and when we do, we can go to the 
dungeon together.” 


“Indeed. I’m looking forward to that time.” 


Brian-san smiled happily. Then, at that moment, there were gasps and sighs from all 
around. 


When I looked around again to see what was going on, I saw that the adventurers and 
guild staff were looking at us. Come to think of it, Brian-san is an A-ranked adventurer, 
right? He’s definitely a celebrity here. If someone like that were talking to someone I 
have never seen before, I’d pay attention too~ 


And the receptionist was blushing. Oh, no, some of the adventurers were also blushing. 
I’m sure it’s because they saw Brian-san’s smile. The smile of the “Reijin” has an 
enormous destructive power and influence on the people around him~ 

“Leader!... Oh? Isn’t that Takumi!” 

“Oh, you are right. It’s Takumi-san, Allen-kun, and Elena-chan!” 


Kurt-san and others came looking for Brian-san. 


“Takumi! The soup you gave us in the dungeon before parting! What was that? It was 
super yum!” 


As soon as they joined us, Hughbert-san asked about the instant soup. 


“That was an instant soup that’s going to be on sale soon. I have some contacts, so | 
was able to get my hands on it first.” 


“Ohh! So it’s going to be sold!” 


“Seriously! With that, we will be able to fill our stomachs with delicious meals while 
camping!” 


When I told them that the instant soups were going to be on sale, Kurt-san and 


traitorAIZEN 167 | 191 


Hughbert-san looked delighted. 


“But, wait. Aren’t you from Guardia, Takumi? Is it going to be sold only in Guardia by 
any chance? Will it be possible to get it here as well?” 


“What! Qe 
However, Timon-kun noticed a problem. 
That’s right. As far as I know, it’s only available in Guardia, Argo and Crete for now. I 


have heard that they will eventually be going to take the instant soup to all the 
countries... but I don’t know if they’re making any progress. 


“So, Takumi! Do you know anything about it!” 

“I don’t know the details, but I think it will be available here a bit later.” 
”What!?”” 

Kurt-san and Hughbert-san were exaggeratedly dejected. 


Timon-lun was also a little disappointed. 


“Tm sorry for making you experience emotional fluctuation like that. But that doesn’t 
mean there isn’t another way to get it.” 


”Really!?”” 

“Until it’s sold, you can buy it from someone you know and have them send it to you.” 
“But we don’t know anyone who can do that... —Aha! Takumi’s here!!” 

“Aha! I see now!” 

Kurt-san and Hughbert-san realized what I was talking about. 

Yep, I just have to send it to them. 


“You can’t ask Takumi-san to do something that takes so much effort.’ 
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“T, that can’t be~” 
“Lea~der~!” 


As Kurt-san and Hughbert-san expressed their delight, Brian-san expressed his 
disapproval, and their expressions became desperate again. 


It’s not too much trouble to do a little shopping and arrange for delivery, but if Brian- 
san, the leader of the Dawn Star, is against it, then I can’t agree with Kurt-san and 
Hughbert-san, even if they beg me. 

“Can we write.” 


“Letters?” 


Then, out of the blue, Allen and Elena started asking Brian-san if they could write them 
letters. 


“Letters? Erm... to us?” 

Yeah.” 

“Of course, you are very welcome to.” 
“Really?” 

“Yes, really.’ 

“’Oniichan, said is fine to send!” 


Allen and Elena smiled at me, as if they had just gotten a promise. 


“Well, why don’t we send them some of the things we get in Guardia with the letter, 
then?” 


“Yeah, right.” 
“Eh | 2?” 


Hearing the conversation between me and the kids, Brian-san looked surprised. 
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The simple teleport device at the Adventurer’s Guild can send not only letters but also 
small packages. 


The kids have been writing letters to Rebecca-san and the others before arriving in 
Rubia, and to Matthias-san and the castle in the royal capital after arriving in Rubia, 
so they must have remembered that I sometimes send them packages as well. 


(CEL wy 


Said we are welcome~ 
“Ehh!!” 

Brian-san was dumbfounded when the kids doubled-down on him. 

Even if they knew that packages could be sent, I wonder where they learned such a 


sophisticated technique of listening to the flow of conversation and forcing the right 
words in return~ Very mysterious. 
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CHAPTER 340 
RETURNING HOME 


Two days flew by since pushing Brian-san into a corner, and collecting herbs. The day 
came for us to wrap up our visit to Cerdik and return to Guardia. 


“"That~?”” 
“Yes, that’s the ship. It will be leaving soon, so we should board immediately.” 
“’Okay~”” 


We went through the boarding procedures, checked our cabin, and went on deck. 


un pe. 
. 


It’s faster than before~ 


This time the ship was smaller and a little faster than the previous one, so we could 
reach the town of Rubia in a day and a half. However, there were no special rooms, so 
we had to go first class. 


“ Oniichan, will pirates come~?”” 


“No, you don’t encounter pirates that often. It would be troubling if they appeared so 
frequently.” 


“Ts that so?” 
“That is so!” 


I see~ Too bad.” 


Pirates are not very threatening to my children. So, they say something a little light- 
hearted. This is a dangerous thing to say or do before ordinary people, so I want to 
correct it... It is difficult to tell them that something that is not dangerous is dangerous. 


“Allen, Elena, ordinary people are not able to eliminate pirates, so many people are 
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scared of them.” 
“Ts that so?” 


“Yes. That’s why, you mustn't say things like ‘Why aren’t the pirates coming~’ or ‘Aren't 
there any monsters around~’ in front of other people. Everyone will dislike you.” 


Okay, got it~ 


For now, we will just have to stick to the “don’t do anything that people won't like you 
for” policy. 


“Let’s head back to the cabin.” 


Returning already~?”” 


The wind was much colder than when we crossed into Cerdik. So, I’m worried we 
would catch a co-... I feel that we won't catch a cold, but I encouraged the kids to go 
back to the cabin. 

“Let’s go read in a warm room.” 

“Will study~!”” 

“Eh, study? Not read a picture book?” 

“Obaasama said.” 

“Rebecca-san? What did she say?” 
“Study a lot.”” 

“And become a splendid gentleman.” 
“And splendid lady!” 


“.Ohh~” 


..A gentleman and lady. I didn’t expect those words to come out. 
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As expected of Rebecca-san. She seems to be educating my kids well when she has the 
time. 


I thought the kids learned by watching, because they say things I don’t even tell them, 
but... maybe it was Rebecca-san’s education all along~ 


“So, what do you want to study?” 


un wy 
. 


Erm, you see~.. 


I asked the kids as we headed to the cabin, and they crossed their arms, tilted their 
heads and started thinking. 


Ah, etikete!”” 

“Ehh!? Etiquette!? Sorry, that’s something Oniichan is not able to teach you, I think?” 
Is that so? Then~ dancing?” 

“Dancing!? Eh, wait a moment. You are even learning dancing?” 

Yeah” 

“Did it together.” 

“With Obaasama.” 

Allen and Elena seem to be steadily learning how to conduct as nobles. 


The kids are supposed to be with me most of the time, but... I wonder for how long 
they were taught these things? 


“Its a bit too cramped for dancing, so it may not be possible.” 
That’s true~”” 
“Yeah, that’s right~” 


Even if there was enough room to dance, I wouldn't be able to teach them! 
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Then, what should we do?”” 
“Let's see~ You have learned writing and reading pretty well already...” 


“Yea l n»n» 


) 


“And you can do the maths without any problems when we go shopping~’ 


«a J2: 
. 


Can do~ 


Aren't my kids too good!? 


a 


Then, will look at encyclopedia!” 


“Allen wants monsters!” 


» 
! 


“Elena wants plants 
“Alright. Let’s look at the encyclopedias.” 


I spent a quiet time in the cabin with the children, determined to get a variety of books 
that could be used as teaching materials as soon as we got to Capital. 


“Nothing came up, huh~”” 
When we arrived at Rubia without incident, the children muttered in disappointment. 
I think it’s because I warned them on the ship not to let anyone around them hear. 


“Don't look so disappointed, we are going to the Ruven residence.” 


Rebecca-san and the others should have already left for the royal capital, but we have 
been told to stay at the Ruven mansion even if they aren't here when we come back. If 
we were to sneak out and stay at the inn, they would surely get angry at us. 


And even if we do, I have a feeling we will be found out. 


“Takumi-kun, Allen-kun, Elena-san, welcome back.” 


a wy 


Is home~ 
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“Oh good, you came back properly.” 


When we returned to the Ruven mansion, we were greeted by Daniel-san and Sylas- 
san, the milk brothers of Velio-san and Wald-sama. 


„Still, for Sylas-san to say “You came back properly’, what is this about? 


“There was a possibility that Takumi-kun would be too reserved to come, so Mistress 
asked me to check the ships coming from Cerdik.” 


“Ehh!?” 


Perhaps because | was tilting my head curiously, Sylas-san explained the meaning of 
his words, and I was surprised to hear it. 


“Tm glad we don’t have to report, “‘Takumi-kun reserved a room in an inn”” 

I shuddered even more at Daniel-san’s words of relief. 

I’m really, really glad that I didn’t go to the inn~~~ 

“Seeing you this flustered, were you thinking about going to an inn?” 

I couldn't reply to Daniel-san’s sharp guess, and quietly turned my gaze away. 


“Silence is affirmation. It has been made known to all the servants that the three of 
you are to be treated as family, so please do not hold back.” 


“Yeah, yeah. There are many servants who think that you guys should act more selfish 
because of how considerate you are.” 


Then, play with us!”” 
“You have just come back from a voyage, but you are both so energetic~” 


Allen and Elena immediately hugged Sylas-san. 


The two of them have become close friends with Daniel-san and Sylas-san during their 
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stay at the mansion, so they have become quite attached to them. Or rather, they are 
being loved by all the servants without fail. 


“Have you had lunch yet?“ 


“We were due to arrive at the port around noon, so we had a snack on the ship before 
arrival." 


“I will get you some tea and a little something to snack on then." 
“Thank you.” 

“Of course—Sylas, take Takumi and the children to the lounge.” 
“Yeah, yeah.—Allen, Elena, let’s go." 

“Okay~“ 


As we moved with Sylas-san to the lounge and was picking up the snacks that Daniel- 
san had prepared, I asked about something that occurred to me. 


“By the way, are you two not going to the Capital?” 


They are the milk brothers of the Ruven brothers. They are going to celebrate Wald- 
sama’s wedding, right? 


As servants, they may not be able to participate in the formal ceremony, but... No, they 
can attend the ceremony as aides, right? Well, even if they can’t attend the ceremony, 
they should still be able to attend the private party. 


“We will be on our way to Capital in time for the ceremony.” 


“We'll not go by carriage, but use horses instead. So, we are working here until the last 
minute.” 


“Ah, is that so?” 


Since Velio-san, the Feudal Lord’s proxy, has left for the royal capital, I wonder if they 
are coordinating with his work? 


traitorAIZEN 176 | 191 


It seems that assisting the lord’s management is also a tough job. 


“Then, we will be leaving for the Capital first.” 
Pm off~”” 


After a leisure overnight stay at the Ruven mansion, we departed for the royal capital 
the next morning. 
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CHAPTER 341 
ROYAL CAPITAL, ONCE AGAIN 


It had been a day and a half since we left the Rubia. We arrived at the Royal Capital 
around noon. 


“Arrived~!”” 

As soon as we entered the city, Allen and Elena thrust their hands upward. 
“Well, let’s go straight to the Ruven residence.” 

Yea!” 

“Is Obaasama.” 

“Waiting for us?” 

“Yes, I’m sure she’s impatiently waiting for you.” 

”Ohh~ Then let’s hurry!” 


That being the case, we quickly made our way to the Ruven residence in the Royal 
Capital. 


When we were greeted by a servant at the entrance of the Ruven mansion, I asked her 
not to inform the Ruven family, and then I checked with her who was present. I was 
told that Rebecca-san and Velio-san with his wife just made their way to the lounge to 
have a tea after the dinner, so we sneaked off toward the lounge. 


u» wy 


Is home~ 
Allen and Elena opened the door vigorously and walked into the room. 


However, they were careful not to make any noise so that Lucario-kun, who would be 
inside, would not be startled. 
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“Oh my! My, oh my, oh my!” 


I followed the kids into the room and saw Rebecca-san opening her eyes wide in 
surprise. 


“Sheesh, you startled me! Welcome back~” 


Rebecca-san got up from her chair and promptly walked over to us, giving the kids a 
hug. 


“Welcome home, Takumi-san.” 

“Tm home.” 

And as I thought, she then proceeded to hug me as well. 
“Welcome home, you three.” 

“Welcome home.” 


“Velio-san, Almeria-san, we are home.” 


u» yy 


Is home~ 
Allen and Elena walked over to Lucario-kun, who was now in Almeria-san’s arms. 
“’Luca-chan, were you well~?”” 


“Auah~” 


When Allen and Elena poked Lucario-kun’s cheeks, he made a sound as if to answer 
them. 


“We have a gifts for you~” 
“Will give it to you, Luca-chan~” 


Allen took out a bird-shaped flute from his bag and waved it so that Lucario-kun could 
see it. 
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«a wy 


Fuu... you blow into it like that~ 


“Uu~” 


u» n»n» 


Fuu, you know. 
“Allen, Elena, I don’t think he can blow the flute yet?” 

As expected, Lucario-kun is still too young to be capable of blowing into the flute. 
Is that so?”” 


“That is so. He will be able to play with it after he grows up a little more, so hand it to 
Velio-san for safekeeping until then.” 


u» wy 


Hmm~... got it—Velio Niisama, this is Luca-chan’s gift~ 
“Yes, I will keep it safe for him. Thank you very much.” 
Allen and Elena reluctantly handed the flute to Velio-san. 
“May I try blowing into it?” 

“Sure, go ahead~”” 


“Is that so? Then—” 


Velio-san, who received the bird-shaped flute, was looking at it with interest, and 
when he tried blowing into it—a gentle pirorororo~n? came out of it. 


“Fufu, what a lovely sound.” 

“Yes, I’m sure Lucario would li... oh my, he does seem to like it.” 
“Auaah~~~2” 

“’Ohh~ he’s happy~”” 


When Rebecca-san and Almeria-san were giving their impressions of the sound of the 
flute, Lucario-kun raised his voice cheerfully. 
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«a yy 


Velio Niisama, blow again~ 
“Alright, here I go~” 

When Verio-san blew the flute again, Lucario-kun also raised his voice happily. 
“There’s no doubt, it’s the flute’s sound that makes him so happy.” 

“That seems to be the case. I’m glad he likes it.” 

It appears that Lucario-kun liked the gift. 

“Then, the next souvenir is for Rebecca-san and the rest of you.” 

“Oh my, we get a souvenir, too? Didn't I tell you don’t have to worry about it?” 
“It’s fine. It’s nothing expensive this time, okay!” 


When I stressed that it’s nothing they would have to reject, Rebecca-san, Velio-san and 
Almeria-san chuckled. 


“First, we have Leychee and Nana fruits for you. I will hand those over to the kitchen 
staff later.” 


“Oh my, Leychee and Nana fruits? That makes me very happy~” 
“And here are dyes. They came in many colors.” 


“Dyes? It’s true that the Byld in Cerdik is famous for its dyeing business, but the dyes 
themselves are not so widely available... surely not?” 


Velio-san, who was recalling the characteristics of Byld, showed a hint of surprise on 
the way. 


“Did you get them directly from the dungeon, by any chance?” 


a wy 


Correct~ 


Velio-san came up with the correct answer. 
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“My, oh my, I thought you were just going sightseeing this time, but you went on an 
adventure too.” 


“Yeah | yy 


“That being the case, we have a variety of colors that you can use to tailor your clothes 
in the future. For now, I will just show you the ones the kids liked.” 


I was going to give them a variety of shades of each color, but I couldn't just take them 
all out and display them here, so I just showed them the pastel dyes. 


“Oh my, they are very nice colors, aren't they?” 
“Yes, they are all lovely.” 
“This is incredible. I didn’t know they had dyes in these colors as well.” 


As I laid out the pastel dyes, Allen and Elena added, “This is Luca-chan’s~””, “This is 


yy 


Obaasama’s~””, and so on. 


“Thank you~ I want to have a cloth dyed with this dye and have it made into clothes 
right away~” 


“Yes, you are right. Mother-in-law, if I order it now, will it be ready in time for spring?” 
“Fufu, I’m sure it will. Let’s call Mary tomorrow.’ 


I was happy to hear that they liked the colors of the dyes and would soon use them for 
tailoring. 


“And so, Takumi-san. I’m sure you have dyes for the three of you as well, don’t you? If 
so, you can bring them out later. I will ask Mary to do them together.” 


As expected of Rebecca-san. It’s like she knew exactly what I was thinking. 
“I really am no match for you, Rebecca-san.” 


“My, oh my.” 
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Rebecca-san smiled happily. 


Later, when he returned home, we were reunited with Matthias-san, who for some 
reason patted me on the head along with the children. Unfortunately, Wald-sama 
seemed to be working the night shift, so we didn't get to see him again today. 
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CHAPTER 342 
TAILORING 


“Marie, I apologize for calling you over so suddenly.” 
“Don't worry, I will come anytime you call for me, Rebecca-sama.” 
“Fufu, thank you.” 


The next day, Mary, the wife of the owner of the Silver Thread tailoring store, came to 
the Ruven residence. 


“And so, what have you called me for today, Rebecca-sama? Is it about your son’s 
marriage garments? Or is it about the clothes you ordered before?” 


“No, that’s fine just as I instructed you before.” 


Mary-san seemed to think that there would be changes to the outfits Rebecca-san had 
ordered before. 


Wald-sama’s wedding is coming up soon, isn’t it? I’m looking forward to seeing Wald- 
sama in his formal outfit... ah, the outfit! 


“Oh no! I forgot!” 


Uniyu?”” 


If we were going to attend a wedding, we had to be dressed appropriately. And yet, I 
had forgotten to prepare the clothes. 


I can just use the one I wore for the audience, but Allen and Elena, who will be 
sprinkling the petals, will have to wear white! 


“Takumi-san, there’s no need to panic. I have ordered outfits for you as well as for 
Allen-chan and Elena-chan.” 
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“Eh?” 
Rebecca-san smiled at me as I panicked. 
“Wha? Eh? erm... Rebecca-san, please repeat that one more time.” 


“Fufu, I have already asked Mary to prepare outfits for you guys for Wald-san’s 
wedding.” 


“Allen’s too?” 

“Elena’s as well?” 

“Yes, I have received the order. Please check later that the size fits properly.’ 

“ Okay~”” 

“Ah, thank you very much. That’s very helpful.” 

“Preparing the outfits for my son and grandchildren is the least I can do.” 
Rebecca-san did not miss a beat. She even took care of our outfits. 

I really am no match for Rebecca-san~ 

“Rebecca-sama, what have you called me for today, if not the wedding clothes?” 


“Oh my, I almost forgot. You see, Mary, Takumi-san has brought us back all kinds of 
dyes as souvenirs.” 


“My, dyes, you say?” 


“Indeed. So, I would like to ask you to do everything from dyeing to tailoring, but will 
you be able to do it between now and spring?” 


“There won't be a problem. You can leave it to me.” 
We had digressed a bit, but we finally got to the point of the day. 


“Yes, yes, the dyes, some of them are rare... so be prepared, Mary.” 
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“No, no, Rebecca-sama. I’m not surprised easily by these things.” 

“Oh, you will be surprised~” 

Rebecca-san smiled wryly at Mary-san. 

“Then, Takumi-san, please show them in the same order as we discussed yesterday.’ 
“Yes, I understand.” 

Yesterday, I had Rebecca-san look at the dyes I could provide. From the various shades 
of each color, we had gotten from the first to the tenth floor, to pastel and fluorescent 
colors from higher floors. She was so surprised at the variety~ 

“My! What a wonderful selection!” 

First, I put a bottle of each color we carefully selected, and Mary-san’s face beamed. 
“Right, Mary-san. How much cloth can be dyed with one bottle of this dye?” 

“Have you ever seen cloth sold in rolls, Takumi-sama?” 


“Yes, I have.” 


“It varies a little depending on the type and thickness of the fabric, but you can dye 
about one roll with one bottle.” 


“Heeh~ I see.” 

Oh, great! So it’s not just a handkerchief or something! 

If you can dye one roll, that’s enough to tailor several outfits. 

“They are really wonderful~ These are hard to find dyes, especially in this pale shade. 
I can’t believe there are so many kinds! So that’s why Rebecca-sama said I would 
surprised~” 


“Oh my, Mary. That’s not all. This is just the beginning.” 


“Rebecca-sama, are you saying there’s more than this?” 
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“Fufu, that’s right——Takumi-san, take out the last batch please.” 


At Rebecca-san’s urging, I took out the dyes that we had obtained at the 13th and 14th 
floors. 


The dyes that we had gotten on the 13th and 14th levels were, you won't believe this! 
They were polka-dot dyes. 


Moreover, the polka-dot pattern stays intact even if you shake up the bottle, they truly 
are miraculous dyes. 


Rebecca-san was speechless with surprise when she saw it yesterday~ 

“T, this is!!” 

“Fufu, what do you think, Mary?” 

Today, I prepared three kinds of patterns: a white background with small light blue 
patterns of the same size, a black background with large gray patterns of the same 
size, and a blue background with white patterns of various sizes. 

Mary-san’s eyes widened in surprise as she stared at the dyes. 

“O, oh my goodness! Are these really dyes!?” 


“I thought so too when I saw it yesterday, but they definitely look like dyes to me.” 


“That is wonderful!!——Ta, Takumi-sama! W, where did you obtain these kinds of 
dyes!?” 


“In the Dungeon of Colors.” 


“The Dungeon of Colors! Oh my goodness, you can get things like these in that 
dungeon!?” 


Huh? From Mary-san’s reaction, it seems like she’s never seen or heard of polka dot 
dyes before. 


“Err... you never heard about these kinds of dyes before, Mary-san?” 


traitorAIZEN 187 | 191 


“Yes, that’s correct. I’ve been in the tailoring business for a long time, but I didn’t know 
that these kinds of dyes existed.” 


“So it’s only available in the town of Byld?” 


“No, I’ve been to the town of Byld several times for purchasing, but they never had 
these at that time.” 


“Ehh!?” 

It’s not that they didn’t have many, it’s that they didn’t have any at all!? 

“My, oh my, you have obtained something rare then~” 

“I didn’t know:” 

I didn’t think they were rare dyes at all, because we got a good number of them. 
“’Obaasama, it’s rare~?”” 

“That seems to be the case~” 

“We found so many, though~?”” 

“Ah, Allen, Elena! That was supposed to be a secret!” 
“Obaasama, not good.” 


“It was a secret~” 


“Fufu, that’s right. It’s probably for the best to not talk about it too much.——That 
being the case, don’t tell anyone where these dyes came from, Mary.’ 


“Understood. I’m a merchant myself. I don’t leak my suppliers’ information.” 


Rebecca-san quickly told Mary-san not to say anything, so I’m sure it won’t come to 
anything strange. 


“Mary-san, if you need these dyes, you can tell me. I can give you a discount.” 
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“My, that makes me happy. I'd love to have them.” 

I had plenty of dyes, so I decided to sell them at a low price in return. 

“My, oh my, you look delighted, Mary.” 

“You can tell?” 

“Yes. But, you will have to take our order first, please.” 

“Yes, of course. So, do you have any wishes for the dress’ shape and colors?” 


Rebecca-san and Mary-san compared the colors of the dyes and spent a long time 
discussing and deciding on the final appearance of the clothes. 


“Then, I will ask you to do it like that.” 
“Yes, please leave it to me.” 


In the end, she ordered a couple of spring dresses for herself and Almeria-san. One for 
socializing and one for everyday wear. She also ordered clothes for Lucario-kun, shirts 
and jackets for Mathias-san and Velio-san, and even clothes for me and the kids. 


I thought we had ordered quite a lot, but Mary-san seemed happy to accept our order. 
“So the only dyes you'll be selling are polka-dot patterns?” 
“Yes, that’s correct.” 


We had talked about selling the dye at a discount as hush money, but after another 
discussion between Rebecca-san and Mary-san, we decided to leave Mary-san the rest 
of the cloth that we ordered to have dyed. Even if we dyed several rolls of cloth, we 
wouldn't use all of it. 


I also decided to sell a few bottles of polka dot dye at the regular price. Mary-san 
wanted to buy them at a higher price, but we wanted to spread out the customers and 
disguise the source. 


We decided to have loungewear and nightclothes made for ourselves from the polka- 
dot dyes, but even though we were indoors clothes, we may be seen, so we decided to 
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take more precautions. Moreover, Rebecca-san said that it would be ideal if Mary-san 
took orders from other people and tailored them before our own. 


Surely that would make it less conspicuous, since there would be customers before 
us~ As expected of Rebecca-san. She really is a reliable person. 
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